	Nunez Community College

Social Problems Course Syllabus

Fall Semester 2007

	
	

	Course: Social Problems SOCI 2100

Building: Arts & Science
Room Number:  TBA

Days: M—W
Times: 10am— 11:15am
Division: Arts & Science 

Division Telephone:  (504) 278-7485
	Instructor: Margaret Bader
Office Location:  Room 306
Office Hours:   M through TTH: 7am—8:30am and 12:45pm—1:15pm, and by appointment.
Office Telephone:  (504) 278-7485

E-mail: mbader@sociologist.com
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REQUIRED TEXT: Macionis, J. (2007). Social Problems, 3rd Edition; ISBN: 9780132433396. You may also use the 2nd Edition, ISBN 0131455842. I may provide you with additional readings as subject matter warrants.
COURSE DESCRIPTION: This lecture course will examine contemporary social problems and their consequences on American society. Topics will include social problems in the following areas: social deviance (sex, drugs, crime and violence), poverty and inequality, social institutions (government, family, education, medicine), and global social problems.
GOAL OF THE CLASS: This class will introduce you to the variety of ways sociology is used to examine social problems. By the end of the class, you will have a better understanding of the theoretical explanations of various social issues and the special methodological problems in studying them and be able to do the following:

· Demonstrate an understanding of the major social problems in the US and worldwide;

· Analyze social problems using various sociological theories and concepts;

· Identify and evaluate social policies that address social problems and assess their impact on US society;

· Analyze local, regional, and national social problems in a global context; and

· Understand the impact of political systems on defining social problems
ATTENDANCE & ROLL: Students should read the policy on attendance in the Nunez College Catalog.  Roll will be checked each class and the instructor may drop a student for excessive unexcused absences prior to the official last day to drop a course.  If the instructor drops a student from the roster before the last drop date, the student will receive a “W” grade.  If absences occur and/or accumulate after the last day to officially withdraw, the student will fail the course.  Excessive absences usually equal to two weeks of class time.  Students who arrive late to class must see the instructor after the class to have that absence removed.  Students who leave class early may be counted absent for that class.
The lectures are the most important part of the class; the bulk of your tests will come from them. It is to your benefit to attend all lectures as I will take roll every class. Approximately 5 times during the semester, I give at least 2 extra-credit points (sometimes more) for those in attendance on that date. If you must miss an extended number of classes, it is your responsibility to contact me.  I do not distinguish between “excused” or “unexcused” absences—if you feel your absence should be excused, come see me. I continue to drop students throughout the semester for poor attendance. I use a point system to calculate your attendance. I will not deduct any points for the first 3 absences. For each absence over 3, I will deduct 2 points from your final grade. For example, if your test grades average 90 and you miss 5 days, the first 3 absences do not get any deducted points, while days 4 and 5 will be a total of 4 points. Your average then becomes an 86 which is a B.
	ABSENCE
	POINTS DEDUCTED

	1 through 3
	NONE

	4 AND OVER
	2 POINTS EACH ABSENCE FROM FINAL GRADE


WRITING/HOMEWORK ASSIGNMENTS: I will give 5-10 writing/homework assignments this semester that will relate to material we have discussed in class. Each assignment will be worth 10-20 points and will be counted as a test grade. I will discuss this further in class.
TESTS: There will be 3 tests during the semester (definitions, fill-in-the-blank, multiple choice, matching, and short essay). I do not believe in playing “guess what’s on the test”. One week before each test, I will give you a study guide of items from which the test will take place. The class before the test, we will go over the study guide where I will answer all of your questions. I will return your test to you at the next class meeting. The final exam is not comprehensive, it will only cover the information we have covered since the last test. Please note, if you do not take the final exam, you will automatically fail the class.

MAKE-UPS: I realize that things arise that may prevent you from taking an exam on the assigned date. Without exception, you must be prepared to take the test on the date you return to class or receive a zero for your grade. 
PLAGIARISM AND CHEATING: Cheating/plagiarizing is a serious offense.  Webster defines plagiarism as the act of “taking and using as one’s own the ideas or writings of another.”  Depending on the frequency or severity of a student’s cheating/plagiarizing the instructor may lower the student’s grade or recommend the student to the Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs for disciplinary action. In a few words: DON’T DO IT! If I discover that you have plagiarized your writing assignments or cheated in any way in this class, I will drop you from the course. You can also face additional sanctions from the college including expulsion.

AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES: It is the policy of Nunez Community College to accommodate students with disabilities, pursuant to federal law, state law, and the school’s commitment to equal educational opportunities.  Any student with a disability who needs accommodations should contact Carly Gervais in the ADA Coordinator’s Office. The office is located in the Law Library, Room 1-234, telephone 278-7491 or e-mail cgervais@nunez.edu.
GRADING: I will use a standard 10-point scale. Your final grade is the average of the tests, writing assignments, and any extra-credit points you have earned over the semester. I do take into account your attendance and class participation in your final grade.

              100 – 90 = A       

   89 – 80 = B       

   79 – 70 = C    

   69 – 60 = D     

   59 – Below = F

CLASSROOM ETIQUETTE: No student may create disturbances to the learning environment.  Students may be warned, asked to leave class and/or referred to the Vice-Chancellor for Student Affairs or designee for disciplinary action depending on the frequency or severity of the disturbance.  Entering and leaving the classroom during class time is a distraction to other students and the instructor and should be avoided.  A student’s need to be in constant contact with the outside world through high-tech electronic devices (beepers, cell-phones, etc…) does not supersede basic classroom etiquette, and the beeping, buzzing or ringing of these devices are definitely considered a disturbance by the instructor. Only those persons enrolled in the class should be present in class.
As you will discover throughout the semester, I have a lot of issues. Here are a few of them: 

1. INDIVIDUAL CONVERSATIONS DURING LECTURE: My biggest pet-peeve is when people are talking  

   among themselves when I am trying to lecture. This is disruptive and rude behavior not only to me but to 
   others around you. If you feel you must carry on a conversation with your neighbor, do it outside of the 
   classroom. 

2. LECTURE NOTES FOR MISSED CLASSES: If you miss a class, it is your responsibility to get the notes for 
   the lectures. I do not give notes to students other than what I discuss in class. I do on occasion give handouts 

   which are available to you at any time.
3. CELL PHONES: As a courtesy, please put your phone on vibrate and take your call outside of class.
4. EXTRA-CREDIT WORK: I do not assign extra-credit work on an individual basis. Every semester I have no 

    less than 10 students asking me if they can do extra credit work to improve their grades. I have on occasion 

    given extra credit work to the class as a whole, but never to one individual.
5. RESPECT OTHERS: Some of the issues we will cover in this class may be sensitive and most people will 
    have some opinion about them. However, I will not tolerate verbal attacks on any one in this class. The 
    environment in all of my classes is one where I want people to be able to freely express their opinions and  
    ideas about issues without being criticized for their beliefs. I generally express my opinions in class; however, 
    I do not ever expect students to agree with my views.
LECTURE SCHEDULE

NOTE: This schedule may change depending on the class understanding of the material.

Date:


Subject covered:

August 20   

Class business 
August 22 

Chapter 1— Studying Social Problems

August 27 

—Chapter 1 continued

August 29  

Chapter 2—Poverty and Wealth

September 3 

NO CLASSES–Labor Day Holiday
September 5  

Chapter 3—Racial and Ethnic Inequality 
September 10

—Chapter 3 continued

September 12 

Chapter 4—Gender Inequality 
September 17 

Chapter 5—Aging and Inequality 
September 19 

Chapter 6—Crime and Criminal Justice    
September 24 
 
—Chapter 6 continued Handout: Study guide for test 1


September 26 

Discuss study guide and review for test 
October 1

TEST 1: COVERS CHAPTERS 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6     
October 3

Chapter 7—Violence 
October 8

Chapter 8—Sexuality


October 10

Chapter 9—Alcohol and Other Drugs 
October 15

—Chapter 9 continued

October 17  

Chapter 10—Physical and Mental Health


October 22

TBA   

October 24

Chapter 11— Economics and Politics       
October 29

Chapter 12—Work and the Workplace; Handout: Study guide for test 2 
October 31

Discuss study guide and review for test 

November 5

TEST 2: Covers Chapters 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12    
November 7 

Chapter 13—Family Life 

November 12

Chapter 14—Education        
November 14

Chapter 15—Urban Life    

November 19

Chapter 16—Population and Global Inequality 
November 21

Chapter 17—Technology and the Environment; Handout: Study guide for final  
November 26   

Chapter 18—War and Terrorism

November 28

TBA

December 3  

Discuss study guide and review for final; Last day of class   

December 5-11 

FINAL EXAMS

FINAL EXAM TO BE ANNOUNCED. COVERS CHAPTERS 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18.  

