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	Course: Social Problems SOCI 2100-500O

Division: Arts & Humanities
Division Telephone:  (504) 278-7485
Online Chat: TBA
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Office Hours:  Monday through Thursday 8:00am-8:30am and 9:45am-11:45am, and by
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REQUIRED TEXT: Macionis, J. (2005). Social Problems, 2nd Edition. ISBN 0131455842. I may provide you with additional readings as subject matter warrants. There is one copy of the textbook in the library for 2 hour in-library use.
COURSE DESCRIPTION: This course will examine contemporary social problems and their consequences on American society. Topics will include social problems in the following areas: social deviance (sex, drugs, crime and violence), poverty and inequality, social institutions (government, family, education, medicine), and global social problems.
GOAL OF THE CLASS: This class will introduce you to the variety of ways sociology is used to examine social problems. By the end of the class, you will have a better understanding of the theoretical explanations of various social issues and the special methodological problems in studying them and be able to do the following:
· Demonstrate an understanding of the major social problems in the US and worldwide;

· Analyze social problems using various sociological theories and concepts;

· Identify and evaluate social policies that address social problems and assess their impact on US society;

· Analyze local, regional, and national social problems in a global context; and

· Understand the impact of political systems on defining social problems
REQUIREMENTS FOR SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION: The most basic requirement for successful completion for this course is to manage your time wisely.  This means setting at least 3 hours aside every week to read the chapter material, the power point slides to go with those chapters, and answer the writing assignments. It may take more or less time for you to accomplish this depending on your own learning style. Nunez has instituted guidelines for students taking online classes. The following may not take classes: First time freshmen who need developmental courses; any student needing developmental reading classes; and students on academic probation. Students taking online classes must do and/or have the following: Have access to a computer with an Internet connection; a working e-mail address you check regularly; have access to all software required for a course (the instructor will let you know what this is and if any is required); complete an online orientation at Nunez; and take the final exam at Nunez. If you are unsure if you meet these requirements, you must contact me immediately so we may resolve these issues. 

ATTENDANCE & ROLL: Because of the nature of an online class, the only way I can judge your attendance is by assignments and timely responses to e-mails I send (I usually e-mail you once or twice a week). I do have access to statistics that tell me when and how often you access Blackboard and I do check this weekly (yes, “Big Brother” is watching!).  I keep track of these things in the event your final grade is on the border (for example a 79 which is a “C” and 1 point away from an 80 which is a “B”). 
HOW THIS WORKS:  All of your course material will be delivered electronically by Blackboard (address: http://lctcs.blackboard.com/). I will post all class information on that site. I have created power point slides for your use on each chapter to explain important concepts. If you do not have access to power point, you can download a power point reader from the following site: www.microsoft.com.  The slides are an important component of the course as the information on them is part of where your tests originate (the other part is from the textbook).  I would suggest that you print out these slides. The way to do this appears at the end of the syllabus in the section “How to’s for Blackboard”. 
CONTACTING ME: My contact information appears above. When you send me an e-mail, please remember to put your real name in the subject line so I will know who you are.  You can also call or visit me at Nunez during my office hours. 
WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS: There is a written component for this course where you will write an essay answering questions I have posted on Blackboard. The questions based on your opinion and you do not have to do any outside research for them. You will not find the “answers” to them in the book but should use the information in the chapter and power point slides to guide your thinking. You will submit the assignment via the Digital Drop Box. The instructions on how to do this appears at the end of the syllabus. Each assignment is worth 10 total points and comprises 1/3 of your final grade. There is an assigned practice assignment on this syllabus just to make sure you can get into the system without problems. The deadline to submit each weekly assignment is listed on this syllabus. They are always due by 9:00 pm on the due date. I do not accept late assignments; it is your responsibility to get them to me by the due date. If you have extenuating circumstances that arise, I may reconsider your circumstances on a case-by-case basis. You must submit all assignments using Word or Notepad; my computer will not read any other programs. Blackboard time stamps when the assignments are submitted. I will return the assignments to you with my comments and your grade via Blackboard. Please check the discussion forum in Blackboard to the specifics on how to complete these assignments.
DISCUSSION FORUMS: I have created some forums in Blackboard for you to use. These can be a good tool for you to use to ask questions you may have for me as well as talk to other students. If you have questions that could apply to the class in general, you can post there. For example, in previous semesters, I get numerous questions about the writing assignments. I have addressed these in the forum so please check there first to see if I have answered the question before. I do check the forums daily so you may also post questions there for me to answer. Of course, you can still e-mail me if you wish.
ONLINE CHATS: Every week we will have an online chat via Blackboard so I can answer your questions about the material. Although these chats are not mandatory, they can be of some help when writing the assignments. I will announce the day and time of the chats shortly. I record and archive the chats so if you cannot be there in “real time”, you can always review them later.
TESTS: You will have two tests during the semester; the date for the first test is listed in this syllabus. I will announce the date for the final later in the semester. The tests have 50 questions that are comprised of short answer, fill-in-the-blanks, multiple choice, and matching. The material is a combination of information on the power point slides and the textbook. The first test will be delivered via Blackboard.  You may take it anytime on the test date from 6:00 am until 9:00 pm. The final exam must be taken at Nunez. I will discuss this further in an e-mail. One week before the tests, I will post a study guide which will be comprised of the items that will appear on the test. We will have a real-time chat two days before each test where I can answer your questions. I will discuss this further as testing dates arise. You can also check the discussion forum in Blackboard for the information.

MAKE-UPS: I do not allow make-up exams in the online class.  
EXTRA CREDIT: You will have the opportunity to earn extra credit points via e-mail. What I will do is make a post in the announcement section in Blackboard. You must follow the instructions in the post and you earn the specified number of points! I do not ever announce when the extra credit days will occur; I suggest you check Blackboard daily to find out! They will remain posted between 6am and 9pm on the specific day and you must e-mail me during those times to receive the points. 
GRADING: I will use a standard 10-point scale. Your final grade is the average of the tests, writing assignments, and any extra-credit points you have earned over the semester.  
              100 – 90 = A       

   89 – 80 = B       

   79 – 70 = C    

   69 – 60 = D     

   59 – Below = F

PLAGIARISM AND CHEATING: Cheating/plagiarizing is a serious offense.  Webster defines plagiarism as the act of “taking and using as one’s own the ideas or writings of another.”  Depending on the frequency or severity of a student’s cheating/plagiarizing the instructor may lower the student’s grade or recommend the student to the Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs for disciplinary action. Without exception, if I discover that you have cheated or plagiarized any portion of this class, I will remove you immediately and you will receive an “F” for the course. In other words, DON’T DO IT!

AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT: It is the policy of Nunez Community College to accommodate students with disabilities, pursuant to federal law, state law, and the school’s commitment to equal educational opportunities.  Any student with a disability who needs accommodations should contact Carly Gervais in the ADA Coordinator’s Office. The office is located in the Law Library, Room 1-234, telephone 278-7491 or e-mail cgervais@nunez.edu.

LECTURE SCHEDULE

NOTE: This schedule may change depending on the class understanding of the material.

Date:


                         Chapter  







Week 1: January 23-26


Chapter 1— Studying Social Problems 
              Practice Assignment  
            
Send me a joke using Blackboard any time this week!                                                                

Week 2: January 30-February 2             
Chapter 2—Poverty and Wealth               






Chapter 3—Racial and Ethnic Inequality
 
Written Assignment 1              
Posted 02/02; Due 02/07
Week 3: February 6-9                             
Chapter 4—Gender Inequality  





Chapter 5—Aging and Inequality

              Written Assignment 2              
Posted 02/09; Due 02/14  
Week 4: February 13-16                         
Chapter 6—Crime and Criminal Justice

              Written Assignment 3               Posted 02/16; Due 02/22
Week 5: February 19-23                          Chapter 7—Violence  






Chapter 8—Sexuality

              Written Assignment 4               Posted 02/23; Due 02/28
Week 6: February 26-March 2                
Chapter 9—Alcohol and Other Drugs

              Written Assignment               
NONE: STUDY FOR TEST! STUDY GUIDE POSTED FRIDAY 03/02
Week 7: March 5-9 NO ASSIGNMENTS TEST 1 ON FRIDAY MARCH 9TH COVERS CHS. 1 THROUGH 9 
Week 8: March 12-16                             
Chapter 10—Physical and Mental Health

              Written Assignment 5              
Posted 03/09; Due 03/14
Week 9: March 19-23                          
Chapter 11— Economics and Politics






Chapter 12—Work and the Workplace  

              Written Assignment                
NONE_______________
Week 10: March 26-30                          
Chapter 13—Family Life  

               Written Assignment               
NONE: ENJOY SPRING BREAK!
Week 11: April 2-9                                
NO ASSIGNMENTS(ENJOY SPRING BREAK!
Week 12: April 9-13                               
Chapter 14—Education 






Chapter 15—Urban Life

               Written Assignment 6            
Posted 04/13; Due 04/18
Week 13: April 16-20                          
Chapter 16—Population and Global Inequality    
               Written Assignment 7            
Posted 04/20; Due 04/25
Week 14: April 23-27                            
Chapter 17—Technology and the Environment
              Written Assignment 8            
Posted 04/27; Due 05/02
Week 15: April 30-May 4                      
Chapter 18—War and Terrorism
             Written Assignment              
NONE: STUDY FOR FINAL! STUDY GUIDE POSTED FRIDAY 05/04
FINAL EXAM TO BE ANNOUNCED. IT WILL COVER CHAPTERS 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, AND 18.

HOW TO’S FOR BLACKBOARD

LOG-IN

To access Blackboard, you first need to get to the website: http://lctcs.blackboard.com. Once there, you will be asked for your username. Your username is always nz (for Nunez), your first initial, your last name, and the last 2 digits of your social security number. The default password is “nunez”. For example, student Jane Doe’s username with the last 2 digits of her SSN being 49 would appear like so:

Username: nzjdoe49

Password: nunez

The log-in information should be typed in all lower-case just as it appears above. I suggest you bookmark that page and try to log-in as soon as possible so we can get any kinks worked out. If you change the password, please write it somewhere you will remember as I will be unable to retrieve any information for you if the need arises.

POWER POINT SLIDES

To view the power point slides I have created for you, you must save them to your hard drive or removable storage device (diskette or USB removable). You may want to print them so you can refer back to them as you prepare for the tests. Here's how to do this:

   1. Open the slide for the chapter you need.
   2. Click "file" then "print".
   3. Near the bottom left of your screen, you have an option that says "print what". Change that to "handouts". 
       Here you can specify how many per page (I recommend no more than 6 because you may be unable to see   

       them well).
   4. Click "OK" and "Print". Now you should get handouts.

COMMON PROBLEMS STUDENTS HAVE WITH BLACKBOARD

There are 2 specific problems students have had with accessing Blackboard. I am including them here as well as what you need to do to fix them.

1. Why am I getting a “Did not provide valid Authentication credentials” message when trying to log on, when I know my password is correct? 

For Internet Explorer ONLY
1. On the top menu click on Tools then click on Internet Options. 

2. Click on Advanced tab. 

3. Scroll down to Security section.

Check the box that says Enable Windows Authentication (Restart Required) option. 
2. I am unable to access Blackboard (Cookies)? 
Users must have cookies enabled in their Web browser in order to access the Blackboard Learning System.  If cookies are not enabled in the Web browser, users may not be able to access Blackboard Learning System (Blackboard 6).  Please follow the instructions below to adjust your “Cookie” settings. 

To view or modify cookies settings in Internet Explorer, follow these steps:

  
1. On the top menu, click “Tools” then click “Internet Options”.

2. Click on “Privacy Tab”.

3. Click on “Advanced”.

4. Then check the box for “Allow Session Cookies”.
5. Click “OK” and Click “OK” again.

ONLINE CHATS

Don’t freak out if you can’t access the chat on the first try. One of the biggest problems appears to be with dial-up connections. I would suggest you try it a few times before the chat to get comfortable with it. I record the chats so if you aren’t able to make it at the original time, you can still see what was said. I put them in the archive and have included those instructions as well. Again, they are not mandatory but they can be useful in gaining a better understanding of the chapters.
To enter the chat, follow these instructions:

1. Click "Communication" on the course menu.
2. Select "Collaboration Tools".
3. Click "Join" next to a chat session.

To see archived chats, do the following:

1. Click "Communication" on the course menu.
2. Select "Collaboration Tools".
3. Click "Archives" to view chat. 
SUBMITTING ASSIGNMENTS TO THE DIGITAL DROPBOX

The Digital Drop Box is how you will submit all assignments to me. The process looks bad but it’s very easy. The more you do it, the better you get.

Overview

 

Note: A file added to the Drop Box will not appear to the Instructor until it has been sent. Once a file has been sent to the Instructor, it cannot be removed from the Drop Box.
 

Find this page

Follow the steps below to open the Digital Drop Box page.

 

Step 1                 Open a course Web site for a course.

Step 2                 Click Tools on the course menu.

Step 3                 Select Digital Drop Box.
Functions 

The following functions are available from the Digital Drop box page.

 

	Function
	Description

	Add File 
	Upload files to the Drop Box.

	Send File 
	Send a file to the Instructor.

	Remove
	Remove a file from the Drop Box.


 
Tips and Tricks

The following date and time information is included in files:

 

          files sent to the Instructor will show the date and time submitted 

          files that are added to the Drop Box but not sent will show the date and time posted

          files sent from the Instructor will show the date and time received

 

Note: The date and time displayed in each instance is not the date and time on the user’s machine, rather, it is the date and time on the Blackboard Learning System server.
Add File to the Digital Drop Box

Overview

The Digital Drop Box page enables Students to exchange files with the Instructor. Files are added to the Digital Drop Box from the Add File page. The Add File page requests information on the title, file location, and any comments regarding the file.  A file is not automatically sent to the Instructor if it is placed in the Drop Box through the Add File option. Files must be sent through the Send File option.

 

Files that are added to the Drop Box but not sent will show the date and time posted. Once the file is sent to the Instructor it will show the date and time submitted.

 

Note: The date and time displayed in each instance is not the date and time on the user’s machine, rather, it is the date and time on the Blackboard Learning System server.
Find this page

Follow the steps below to open the Add File page.

 

Step 1                 Open a course Web site.

Step 2                 Click Tools on the course menu.

Step 3                 Select Digital Drop Box.

Step 4                 Click Add File.

Send File from the Digital Drop Box

Overview
Students can select a file from the Digital Drop Box to send to the Instructor or select a file not in the Digital Drop Box on the Send File page. A file sent to the Instructor that is not in the Digital Drop Box will be added to the Student’s Drop Box when it is sent.

 

Files that are added to the Drop Box but not sent will show the date and time posted. Once the file is sent to the Instructor it will show the date and time submitted.

 

Note: The date and time displayed in each instance is not the date and time on the user’s machine, rather, it is the date and time on the Blackboard Learning System server.
Find this page

Follow the steps below to open the Send File page.

 

Step 1                 Open a course Web site.

Step 2                 Click Tools on the course menu.

Step 3                 Select Digital Drop Box.

Step 4                 Click Send File.

