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Drug Abuse Course Syllabus

Spring Semester 2007

	
	

	Course: Drug Abuse SOCI 2220
Building: Arts & Science
Room Number:  
Days: MW 
Times: 11:30am—12:45pm
Division: Arts & Science 

Division Telephone:  (504) 278-7485
	Instructor: Margaret Bader
Office Location:  Room 306
Office Hours:   M through TTH: 8am—8:30am and 9:45am—11:45am, and by appointment.
Office Telephone:  (504) 278-7485

E-mail: mbader@sociologist.com
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REQUIRED TEXT:   Goldberg, R. (2006). Drugs Across the Spectrum, 5th edition. ISBN: 0495013455. I may provide you with additional readings as subject matter warrants.
COURSE DESCRIPTION: This course approaches drugs from different perspectives, including biological, psychological, sociological, and educational implications of drug use and abuse in American society. Special concern will be given to the analysis of societal values as they relate to the development of subcultures and countercultures whose lifestyles reflect the use of and/or dependency upon drugs.

GOAL OF THE CLASS: By the end of the class, you should be able to apply several theoretical approaches to real world and fictional drug use settings and relate them with sociological perspectives and do the following:

· Define and describe the terminology and concepts relating to drug use and abuse

· Understand the various theories relating to drug abuse and apply them in fictional situations

· Define the causes and characteristics for various drugs

· Understand the various drug treatment methods and their strengths and weaknesses

· Define the different measurement tools available in drug abuse research and their strengths and weaknesses 

ATTENDANCE & ROLL: The lectures are the most important part of the class; the bulk of your tests will come from them. It is to your benefit to attend all lectures as I will take roll every class. Approximately 5 times during the semester, I give at least 2 extra-credit points (sometimes more) for those in attendance on that date. If you must miss an extended number of classes, it is your responsibility to contact me.  I do not distinguish between “excused” or “unexcused” absences—if you feel your absence should be excused, come see me. I continue to drop students through mid-terms for non-attendance. I use a point system to calculate your attendance. I will not deduct any points for the first 3 absences. For each absence over 3, I will deduct 2 points from your final grade. For example, if your test grades average 90 and you miss 5 days, the first 3 absences do not get any deducted points, while days 4 and 5 will be a total of 4 points. Your average then becomes an 86 which is a B.
	ABSENCE
	POINTS DEDUCTED

	1 through 3
	NONE

	4 AND OVER
	2 POINTS EACH ABSENCE FROM FINAL GRADE


TESTS: There will be 3 tests during the semester (multiple choice, matching, fill-in-the-blank, short answer and short essay). I do not believe in playing “guess what’s on the test”. One week before each test, I will give you a study guide of items from which the test will take place. The class before the test, we will go over the study guide where I will answer all of your questions. I will return your test to you at the next class meeting. The final exam is not comprehensive, it will only cover the information we have covered since the last test. Please note, if you do not take the final exam, you will automatically fail the class.

PAPER: You will be required to write one research paper in this class. It will be on a topic of your choosing relating to drug use or abuse. Please don’t stress about this! We will spend several class meetings on how to do this. I will talk more about this in class.
MAKE-UPS: I realize that things arise that may prevent you from taking an exam on the assigned date. Without exception, you must be prepared to take the test on the date you return to class or receive a zero for your grade. 
PLAGIARISM AND CHEATING: In a few words: DON’T DO IT! If I discover that you have plagiarized your paper or cheated in this class, I will drop you from the course. You can also face additional sanctions from the college. I have prepared a separate handout for you on plagiarism; you are responsible for knowing the contents. We will discuss this in class.

AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES: Nunez Community College is in compliance with the regulations of the Americans with Disabilities Act and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Amendments.  

GRADING: I will use a standard 10-point scale. Your final grade is the average of the tests, your paper, and any extra-credit points you have earned over the semester. I do take into account your attendance and class participation in your final grade.

              100 – 90 = A       

   89 – 80 = B       

   79 – 70 = C    

   69 – 60 = D     

   59 – Below = F
OTHER CLASS BUSINESS: As you will discover throughout the semester, I have a lot of issues. Here are a few of them: 

1. INDIVIDUAL CONVERSATIONS DURING LECTURE: My biggest pet-peeve is when people are talking 
    among themselves when I am trying to lecture. This is disruptive and rude behavior not only to me but to 
    others around you. If you feel you must carry on a conversation with your neighbor, do it outside of the   

    classroom. 

2. BRINGING CHILDREN TO CLASS: I understand that problems may arise with childcare during these difficult 
    times. While I totally sympathize with you, please do not bring your children to class with you. The school has 
    a lot of construction going on and I would not want anything to happen to them. Please make other 
    arrangements for their care.
3. LECTURE NOTES FOR MISSED CLASSES: If you miss a class, it is your responsibility to get the notes for 
    the lectures. I do not give notes to students other than what I discuss in class. I do on occasion give handouts 

    which are available to you at any time.
4. CELL PHONES: I realize many people are waiting for insurance adjusters and the like and you need to be 

    available to take these calls. As a courtesy, please put your phone on vibrate and take your call outside of the 
    classroom. 
5. EXTRA-CREDIT WORK: I do not assign extra-credit work on an individual basis. Every semester I have no 

    less than 10 students asking me if they can do extra credit work to improve their grades. I have on occasion 

    given extra credit work to the class as a whole, but never to one individual. 

6.  RESPECT OTHERS: Some of the issues we will cover in this class may be sensitive and most people will 
    have some opinion about them. However, I will not tolerate verbal attacks on any one in this class. The 
    environment in all of my classes is one where I want people to be able to freely express their opinions and 
    ideas about issues without being criticized for their beliefs. I generally express my opinions in class; however, 
    I do not ever expect students to agree with my views.
LECTURE SCHEDULE

NOTE: This schedule may change depending on the class understanding of the material.

Date:


Subject covered:

January 22   

Class business  
January 24   

Chapter 1— Drugs in Perspective
January 29   

Chapter 2—Drugs in Contemporary Society
January 31   

—Chapter 2 continued
February 5

Chapter 3—Motivation for Drug Use
February 7 

Chapter 4—Drugs and the Law

     
February 12

—Chapter 4 continued PAPER TOPIC DUE TODAY    
February 14

Chapter 5—Pharmacology and Physiology of Drug Use; Handout: Test 1 study guide February 19

MARDI GRAS BREAK–NO CLASS–No flashing body parts to strangers!
February 21

MARDI GRAS BREAK–NO CLASS–Nursing that hangover huh?
February 26 

—Chapter 5 continued 
February 28 

Discuss study guide and review for test  
March 5 

TEST 1: Covers Chapters 1, 2, 3, 4, 5
March 7
 
Chapter 6—Alcohol       

March 12

Chapter 7—Tobacco PAPER PROGRESS REPORT DUE TODAY 
March 14

Chapter 8—Narcotics 
March 19

—Chapter 8 continued 

March 21

Chapter 9—Sedative-Hypnotic Drugs 
March 26

—Chapter 9 continued; Handout: Study guide for test 2      

March 28

Chapter 10—Psychotherapeutic Drugs 
April 2


SPRING BREAK–NO CLASS–Wear sunscreen while you’re on the beach!
April 4 


SPRING BREAK–NO CLASS–Please don’t drink and drive!
April 9


Discuss study guide and review for test PAPER PROGRESS REPORT DUE TODAY
April 11 

TEST 2: Covers Chapters 6, 7, 8, 9, 10        
April 16

 
Chapter 11—Stimulants: Cocaine, Amphetamines and Caffeine
April 18 

Chapter 12—Marijuana 
April 23


Chapter 13—Hallucinogens    
April 25 

Chapter 14—Over-the-Counter Drugs 
April 30 

Chapter 15—Substance Abuse Treatment
May 2


Chapter 16—Drug Prevention and Education
May 7


PAPER DUE 
May 9


Last day of Class—Review for final and discuss study guide 

FINAL EXAM IS TENTATIVELY SCHEDULED FOR WEDNESDAY MAY 16TH AT 11:00. DO NOT BE LATE! EXAM COVERS CHAPTERS 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, AND 16.
