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REQUIRED TEXT: Siegel, L., Welsh, B., and Senna, J. (2003). Juvenile Delinquency: Theory, Practice, and Law, 8th Edition. I will provide you with additional readings as subject matter warrants.
COURSE DESCRIPTION:  This course is designed to introduce you to the fundamental concepts and basic principals of juvenile delinquency using a sociological perspective. This course examines theories of delinquency, causes and treatment of delinquency, and the juvenile justice system in American society.

GOAL OF THE CLASS: By the end of the class students will be able to identify various theories of delinquency and apply them to real-life scenarios, as well as having a better understanding of the causes and underlying problems associated with delinquency and be able to do the following:

· Understand the basic terminology used in the juvenile justice system

· Explain the similarities and differences between the juvenile justice system and the adult justice system

· Have a working knowledge of the major delinquency theories that attempt to explain delinquent behavior

· Be able to apply different theoretical perspectives to real and fictional scenarios; and

· Understand, analyze, and interpret delinquency literature

HOW THIS WORKS:  All of your course material will be delivered electronically by Blackboard (address: http://lctcs.blackboard.com/). I will post all class information on that site. I have created power point slides for your use on each chapter to explain important concepts. If you do not have access to power point, you can download a power point reader from the following site: www.microsoft.com.  The slides are an important component of the course as the information on them is where your tests originate.  I would suggest that you print out these slides. The way to do this appears at the end of the syllabus in the section “How to’s for Blackboard”.

WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS: There is a written component for this course where you will write a short paragraph answering questions I have posted on Blackboard. You will submit the assignment via the Digital Drop Box. The instructions on how to do this appears at the end of the syllabus. Assignments are posted on Sundays and due the Friday of that week unless I tell you otherwise. Each assignment is worth 11 total points and comprises 1/4 of your final grade. The deadline to submit each weekly assignment is listed on this syllabus. I WILL NOT ACCEPT ANY LATE ASSIGNMENTS FOR ANY REASON. I will return the assignments to you with my comments and your grade via Blackboard. 

ONLINE CHATS: Blackboard gives us the opportunity to chat in real time. I have offered to do this in the past once a week to discuss questions you may have about the material. However, most students do not avail themselves to this and I’m in the chatroom by myself! If you wish to have weekly chats (which are not mandatory), please let me know so we can make arrangements for this feature.
TESTS: You will have 3 tests during the semester. The dates appear on this syllabus. The tests are composed of definitions, fill-in-the-blanks, multiple choice and matching. The first 2 tests are delivered via Blackboard. The final exam must be taken with me at Nunez. One week before the tests, I will post a study guide which will be comprised of the items that will appear on the test. We will have a real-time chat two days before each test where I can answer your questions. I will discuss all of this further as it gets closer to the testing date.

MAKE-UPS: I do not allow make-up tests for the online class. If you do not take a test, I drop you from the course. 

SPECIAL NOTE ABOUT SUBMITTING YOUR WORK: You must submit all assignments and tests using Word, Rich text format or Notepad.  These are the only formats you may use.

EXTRA-CREDIT: You will have some opportunity for extra credit points this semester. I do not announce the day for extra credit ahead of time. They will appear as an Announcement on the main Blackboard page. Follow the instructions and get some points! 

REQUIREMENTS FOR SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION: The most basic requirement for successful completion of this course is to manage your time wisely and be prepared! This means routinely logging-in to the Blackboard site and checking for assignments, announcements, and checking your e-mail.  I have posted important information in Blackboard on the format I want for the writing assignments as well as additional information on the theories which you should read before submitting any written assignments to me.
GRADING: I will use a standard 10-point scale. Your final grade is the average of the tests, writing assignments, and any extra-credit points you have earned over the semester.  

               100 – 90 = A       

   89 – 80 = B       

   79 – 70 = C    

   69 – 60 = D     

   59 – Below = F

WEEKLY OUTLINE OF CHAPTER MATERIALS AND ASSIGNMENTS

Note: This schedule is subject to change.

DATE




CHAPTER










Week 1: January 22-25


Ch. 1─ Childhood and Delinquency 






Ch. 2─ Nature and Extent of Delinquency

Practice Assignment

Send me your real name via the digital drop box in Blackboard this week

Week 2: January 28-February 1

Ch. 3─ Individual Views of Delinquency

Written Assignment 1

Posted 01/27 Due 02/01

Week 3: February 4-8


No Assignments: Happy Mardi Gras!


 
Week 4: February 11-15


Ch. 4─ Sociological Views of Delinquency  


 

Written Assignment 2

Posted 02/10 due 02/15

Week 5: February 18-22

 
Ch. 5─ Psychological Views of Delinquency
 Written Assignment 3

Posted 02/17 due 02/22

Week 6: February 25-29


Ch. 6─ Gender and Delinquency
NO WRITTEN ASSIGNMENT: TEST 1 ON FRIDAY FEBRUARY 29 BETWEEN 5AM AND 11PM VIA BLACKBOARD; CHS. 1-6


Week 7: March 3-7
 

Ch. 7─ Families and Delinquency






Ch. 8─ Peers and Delinquency: Juvenile Gangs

Written Assignment 4

Posted 03/02 Due 03/07

Week 8: March 10-14


Ch. 9─ School and Delinquency

Written Assignment 5

Posted 03/09 Due 03/14

Week 9: March 17-21


Ch. 10─ Drugs and Delinquency






Ch. 11─ Delinquency Prevention

Written Assignment 6

Posted 03/16 Due 03/21

Week 10: March 24-28


No Assignments: Enjoy Spring Break! 


 
Week 11: March 31-April 4   

 Ch. 12─ History of Juvenile Justice

 NO WRITTEN ASSIGNMENT: TEST 2 ON FRIDAY APRIL 4 BETWEEN 5AM AND 11PM VIA BLACKBOARD; CHS. 7-12
Week 12: April 7-11


Ch. 13─ Police Work with Juveniles









Written Assignment 7

Posted 04/06 Due 04/11

Week 13: April 14-18


Ch. 14─ Juvenile Court Process

Written Assignment 8

Posted 04/13 Due 04/18
Week 14: April 28-May 2


Ch. 15─ Juvenile Corrections

Written Assignment 9

Posted 04/20 Due 04/25

Week 15: May 5-May 7


Ch. 16─ Delinquency and Juvenile Justice Abroad


No Written Assignment Study for Final Exam

FINAL EXAM IS SATURDAY MAY 10 AT 9AM. ROOM NUMBER TO BE ANNOUNCED.
YOU MUST TAKE THIS EXAM AT NUNEZ!
COVERS CHS. 13-16
HOW TO’S FOR BLACKBOARD

LOG-IN

To access Blackboard, you first need to get to the website: http://lctcs.blackboard.com. Once there, you will be asked for your username. Your username is always nz (for Nunez), your first initial, your last name, and the last 2 digits of your social security number. The default password is “nunez”. For example, student Jane Doe’s username with the last 2 digits of her SSN being 49 would appear like so:

Username: nzjdoe49

Password: nunez

The log-in information should be typed in all lower-case just as it appears above. I suggest you try to log-in as soon as possible so we can get any kinks worked out.

POWER POINT SLIDES

To view the power point slides I have created for you, you must save them to your hard drive or removable storage device (diskette or USB removable). You may want to print them so you can refer back to them as you prepare for the writing assignments. Here's how to do this:

   1. Open the slide for the chapter you need.
   2. Click "file" then "print".
   3. Near the bottom left of your screen, you have an option that says "print what". Change that to "handouts". Here you 

       can specify how many per page (I recommend no more than 6 because you may be unable to see them well).
   4. Click "OK" and "Print". Now you should get handouts.

COMMON PROBLEMS STUDENTS HAVE WITH BLACKBOARD

There are 2 specific problems students have had with accessing Blackboard. I am including them here as well as what you need to do to fix them.

1. Why am I getting a “Did not provide valid Authentication credentials” message when trying to log on, when I 

   know my password is correct? 

For Internet Explorer ONLY
1. On the top menu click on Tools then click on Internet Options. 

2. Click on Advanced tab. 

3. Scroll down to Security section.

Check the box that says Enable Windows Authentication (Restart Required) option. 
2. I am unable to access Blackboard (Cookies)? 
Users must have cookies enabled in their Web browser in order to access the Blackboard Learning System.  If cookies are not enabled in the Web browser, users may not be able to access Blackboard Learning System (Blackboard 6).  Please follow the instructions below to adjust your “Cookie” settings. 

To view or modify cookies settings in Internet Explorer, follow these steps:

  
1. On the top menu, click “Tools” then click “Internet Options”.

2. Click on “Privacy Tab”.

3. Click on “Advanced”.

4. Then check the box for “Allow Session Cookies”.
5. Click “OK” and Click “OK” again.
ONLINE CHATS

Don’t freak out if you can’t access the chat on the first try. One of the biggest problems appears to be with dial-up connections. I would suggest you try it a few times before the chat to get comfortable with it. I record the chats so if you aren’t able to make it at the original time, you can still see what was said. I put them in the archive and have included those instructions as well. Again, they are not mandatory but they can be useful in gaining a better understanding of the chapters.
To enter the chat, follow these instructions:

1. Click "Communication" on the course menu.
2. Select "Collaboration Tools".
3. Click "Join" next to a chat session.

To see archived chats, do the following:

1. Click "Communication" on the course menu.
2. Select "Collaboration Tools".
3. Click "Archives" to view chat. 
SUBMITTING ASSIGNMENTS TO THE DIGITAL DROPBOX

The Digital Drop Box is how you will submit all assignments to me. The process looks bad but it’s very easy. The more you do it, the better you get.

Overview

 

Note: A file added to the Drop Box will not appear to the Instructor until it has been sent. Once a file has been sent to the Instructor, it cannot be removed from the Drop Box.
 

Find this page

Follow the steps below to open the Digital Drop Box page.

 

Step 1                 Open a course Web site for a course.

Step 2                 Click Tools on the course menu.

Step 3                 Select Digital Drop Box.

Functions 

The following functions are available from the Digital Drop box page.

 

	Function
	Description

	Add File 
	Upload files to the Drop Box.

	Send File 
	Send a file to the Instructor.

	Remove
	Remove a file from the Drop Box.


 

Tips and Tricks

The following date and time information is included in files:

 

          files sent to the Instructor will show the date and time submitted

 

          files that are added to the Drop Box but not sent will show the date and time posted

 

          files sent from the Instructor will show the date and time received

 

Note: The date and time displayed in each instance is not the date and time on the user’s machine, rather, it is the date and time on the Blackboard Learning System server.
Add File to the Digital Drop Box 
Overview

The Digital Drop Box page enables Students to exchange files with the Instructor. Files are added to the Digital Drop Box from the Add File page. The Add File page requests information on the title, file location, and any comments regarding the file.  A file is not automatically sent to the Instructor if it is placed in the Drop Box through the Add File option. Files must be sent through the Send File option.

 

Files that are added to the Drop Box but not sent will show the date and time posted. Once the file is sent to the Instructor it will show the date and time submitted.

 

Note: The date and time displayed in each instance is not the date and time on the user’s machine, rather, it is the date and time on the Blackboard Learning System server.
Find this page

Follow the steps below to open the Add File page.

 

Step 1                 Open a course Web site.

Step 2                 Click Tools on the course menu.

Step 3                 Select Digital Drop Box.

Step 4                 Click Add File.

Send File from the Digital Drop Box

Overview

Students can select a file from the Digital Drop Box to send to the Instructor or select a file not in the Digital Drop Box on the Send File page. A file sent to the Instructor that is not in the Digital Drop Box will be added to the Student’s Drop Box when it is sent.

 

Files that are added to the Drop Box but not sent will show the date and time posted. Once the file is sent to the Instructor it will show the date and time submitted.

 

Note: The date and time displayed in each instance is not the date and time on the user’s machine, rather, it is the date and time on the Blackboard Learning System server.
Find this page

Follow the steps below to open the Send File page.

 

Step 1                 Open a course Web site.

Step 2                 Click Tools on the course menu.

Step 3                 Select Digital Drop Box.

Step 4                 Click Send File.
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