Nunez Community College Course Syllabus
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Introduction to Children with Exceptionalities
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	Instructor: Karen Gauthier

Office Location: 3-313
Arts & Humanaities Division Telephone: 278-7486
Days/Times/Rooms:  MW 7:00-8:15pm
Office Hours:             MW 2:15-5:30pm                    

                                    or by appointment             

E-mail Address: 
klgauthier@hotmail.com    

kgauthier@nunez.edu 


COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course introduces students to children with developmental delays and/or disabilities, ages birth through eight.  This course emphasizes the federal and state laws and regulations for Early Childhood Special Education, the methods, evaluation, and individual planning in ECSE, and the cognitive, language, physical, and social/emotional development domains of ECSE. 
REQUIRED MATERIALS

Text: 
Bowe, Frank G.  Early Childhood Special Education: Birth to Eight. 4th ed.  Clifton, 


N.Y.: Thomson Delmar Learning, 2007.
Recommended Supplemental Text:  

Bedenkamp s. & Coppel, C. Developmentally Appropriate Practice in Early Childhood 
Education. Washington DC: NAEYC, 1999. 
Materials Needed: Access to computer with internet connection, word processing capability and access to a printer.  Students may also need additional basic art materials to include markers and poster boards for class projects.

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES 
· Students apply understanding of the five areas of early childhood development—cognitive, language, physical, social, and emotional(to children with developmental delays and/or disabilities.
· Students identify the federal, state, and parish laws and regulations of both early childhood education and special education.  
· Students effectively discuss the instructional methods for teaching children with developmental delays and/or disabilities and select the most appropriate actions based on specifics of the given situation.  

· The student analyzes the role of educators and other adults in the evaluation and individual planning of special education children.
· The student will identify community resources for families and their children with developmental delays and/or disabilities.
REQUIREMENTS FOR SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION

· Students are required to complete at least all of the following in order to successfully complete the course: all assigned work, all tests, reading of the literature, final exam. 
· Students must complete all coursework with a grade of D or better.  Care and Development of Young Children students must complete with a grade of C to have this course count toward that degree. Students MUST at least attempt each major assignment.  A skipped assignment means an “F” in the course even if grades on other assignments would mean a passing grade.
· Students must participate in a field-based experience for 10 hours.  
GRADING
In this class, students will be graded according to the following proportions:


20% Assignments/Class Participation/Attendance


40% Projects

40% Tests
The grading scale used in this class is:



100-90  = A









89-90    = B








79-70    = C








69-60    = D







59-below = F
ATTENDANCE
Students should read the policy on attendance in the Nunez College Catalog.  Roll will be checked each class and the instructor may drop a student for excessive unexcused absences prior to the official last day to drop a course.  If the instructor drops a student from the roster before the last drop date, the student will receive a “W” grade.  If absences occur and/or accumulate after the last day to officially withdraw, the student may fail the course.  Excessive absences usually equal to two weeks of class time.  Students who arrive late to class must see the instructor after the class to have that absence removed.  Students who leave class early without notifying the instructor may be counted absent for that class.

CLASSROOM ETIQUETTE

· No student may create disturbances to the learning environment.  Students may be warned, asked to leave class and/or referred to the Vice-Chancellor for Student Affairs or designee for disciplinary action depending on the frequency or severity of the disturbance.  Entering and leaving the classroom during class time is a distraction to other students and the instructor and should be avoided.  
· A student’s need to be in constant contact with the outside world through high-tech electronic devices (beepers, cell-phones, etc…) does not supersede basic classroom etiquette, and the beeping, buzzing or ringing of these devices are definitely considered a disturbance by the instructor. 
· Only those persons enrolled in the class should be present in class.  Obscene or inappropriate language will not be tolerated in electronic forums.  Multiple posts and indiscriminate emailing will be considered abuse of college resources.  Students may face disciplinary action for these acts.

SPECIAL NOTE ON FIELD-BASED EXPERIENCES:

Students are representatives of Nunez Community College at field sites.  Students who commit a serious offense or show considerable bad judgment that places children or adults at risk will not be allowed to continue working at a field experience site and will receive an “F” for the course.  This includes arriving under the influence of drugs or alcohol, disregarding emergency drills, physical punishment of a child, verbal insults or screaming at a child or adult, gossiping, wearing inappropriate or obscene clothing, placing a child at risk of harm through lack of supervision or use of inappropriate materials, consistently arriving late or missing scheduled hours or any action deemed dangerous or harmful by a student’s cooperating teacher, a site administrator or instructor.  These actions will also be forwarded to the Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs for possible further disciplinary action that may include being barred participating in courses that require field-based experiences that involve children.

PLAGIARISM AND CHEATING

Cheating/plagiarizing is a serious offense.  Webster defines plagiarism as the act of “taking and using as one’s own the ideas or writings of another.”  Depending on the frequency or severity of a student’s cheating/plagiarizing the instructor may lower the student’s grade or recommend the student to the Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs for disciplinary action.

AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT
It is the policy of Nunez Community College to accommodate students with disabilities, pursuant to federal law, state law, and the school’s commitment to equal educational opportunities.  Any student with a disability who needs accommodations should contact Carly Gervais in the ADA Coordinator’s Office. The office is located in the Law Library, Room 1-234, telephone 278-7491 or e-mail cgervais@nunez.edu.

SUPPLEMENTAL RESOURCES
· Children’s literature collection in library, Karen Gauthier’s and Tonia Loria’s offices, or the public libraries
· Periodicals in library

· Manipulative materials and class supply catalogs are available from Tonia Loria’s office, rm 2-229

· Giving it Some Thought a book of Early Childhood case studies 
TESTS

Three tests will be given for this course:
· Chapters 1 – 5, 10
   Feb. 25
· Chapters 6 – 9

   Mar. 19
· Chapters 11-15   

   May 
PROJECTS
· Children’s Literature

Due Jan 30

· Resource File                           Due  April 7
· Observations and Reports        Due April 28
COURSE SCHEDULE

Week 1: Jan. 14        Introduction of course. 

  Jan 16         Chapter 1 – “Theory, Development, and Philosophy”

Week 2: Jan. 21       Martin Luther King, Jr. Day-NO CLASS

  Jan. 23       Chapter 1 con’t. 

Week 3  Jan. 28      Chapter 2 “Prelude: Overview of Early Childhood Special 
                                Education”

  Jan. 30       Chapter 3 “How are We Doing? Research in ECSE”  


          Children’s Literature Annotated Bibliography Due

Week 4: Feb. 4&6   Mardi Gras-NO CLASS

Week 5: Feb. 11       Chapter 4 “The IDEA”
              Feb. 13      Chapter 4 con’t

Week 6: Feb. 18      Chapter 5 “Family Rights and Services”

              Feb. 20      Chapter 10 “Practical and Ethical Issues”
Week 7: Feb 25       EXAM I Chapters 1-5, 10            
  Feb. 27       Chapter 6 “Methods”  
Week 8: Mar. 3       Chapter 6 con’t
              Mar. 5       Chapter 7 “Evaluation and Assessment”
Week 9: Mar. 10      Chapter 7 con’t
              Mar. 12      Chapter 8 “Individual Planning”
Week 10: Mar. 17    Chapter 9 “Technology”
               Mar. 19     EXAM II Chapters 6-9
Week 11: Mar. 24 & 26 Spring Break NO CLASS 

Week 12: Mar. 31     Chapter 11 “Communication Development”
               Apr. 2        Chapter 11 con’t
Week 13:  Apr. 7      Chapter 12 “Physical Development”


          Resource File Due

                Apr. 9      Chapter 12 con’t
Week 14: Apr. 14     Chapter 13 “Cognitive Development”
               Apr. 16      Chapter 13 con’t 
Week 15: Apr. 21     Chapter 14 “Social or Emotional Development”
               Apr. 23     Chapter 14 con’t 

 Week 16: Apr. 28    Chapter 15 “Adaptive Development”


          Classroom Observations Due

                Apr. 30    Chapter 15 con’t
Week 17 May 5        NO CLASS 

Week 18: May 7       NO CLASS
May 

         FINAL EXAM
Special projects, assignments, reports and their due dates will be announced in class with at least a one week notice.  

These are the assignments for each week; however, the assignments may change due to unforeseen circumstances. Therefore, class attendance is essential in order for the student to keep up with assignments.  If you miss class, it is your responsibility to contact a classmate in order to get any information that you missed.  You are to be prepared each class period with paper, pen, and the appropriate textbooks.  You should also be prepared to discuss orally all reading assignments and to participate in class.
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