Nunez Community College Course Syllabus

HIST 2060-110A
American History from 1865 to Present
Spring Semester 2008
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	Instructor: Karen Gauthier

Office Location: 3-313
Arts & Sciences Division Telephone: 278-7486
Days/Times/Rooms:  MW 1:00-2:15
Office Hours: MW 2:25-5:15

                         or by appointment
E-mail Address: 
klgauthier@hotmail.com    

kgauthier@nunez.edu 


COURSE DESCRIPTION

This introductory course to American History covers the period from the end of the Civil War through present-day America.  Major themes include the social, economic, cultural, religious, and constitutional developments in the United States.  In addition, issues of race and cultural diversity will be considered throughout the course.  These topics survey the changes in America from Reconstruction, Gilded Age, Progressive Age, World War I, Great Depression, New Deal, World War II, Age of Affluence and of Limits, Cold War and the Red Scare, Great Society, Civil Rights Movement, Liberalism and Vietnam, Watergate, New Right and Moral Majority.  Discussions include how much or how little America has lived up to its ideals; how America grew from a nation of farms and cotton mills to an industrial giant; how it became a world power and what problems this created for the American people. 
REQUIRED TEXT: 
Nash, Gary B. and Julie Roy Jeffrey, eds.  The American People: Creating a Nation and a Society.  7th ed. vol. 2 New York, N.Y.: Pearson Education, 2006.
W.E.B. Dubois. Souls of Black People.
STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES 
· Students apply specific information and evidence contained in History 2060 to advance their thesis/argument in a final essay.
· Students develop an understanding of historical sources and critical thinking skills using primary and secondary source information.
· Students demonstrate critical thinking and evaluation skills as it applies to human activities throughout the studied historic period.  

· Students demonstrate a general historical consciousness through application to a current event.
REQUIREMENTS FOR SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION

· Students are required to complete at least all of the following in order to successfully complete the course: all assigned work, all tests, reading of the literature, and final exam with at least a 70% on all exams and projects.
GRADING
In this class, students will be graded according to the following proportions:


20% Assignments/Class Participation/Attendance


40% Projects

40% Tests
The grading scale used in this class is:



100-90  = A









89-90    = B








79-70    = C








69-60    = D







59-below = F
ATTENDANCE
Students should read the policy on attendance in the Nunez College Catalog.  Roll will be checked each class and the instructor may drop a student for excessive unexcused absences prior to the official last day to drop a course.  If the instructor drops a student from the roster before the last drop date, the student will receive a “W” grade.  If absences occur and/or accumulate after the last day to officially withdraw, the student may fail the course.  Excessive absences usually equal to two weeks of class time.  Students who arrive late to class must see the instructor after the class to have that absence removed.  Students who leave class early without notifying the instructor may be counted absent for that class.

CLASSROOM ETIQUETTE

· No student may create disturbances to the learning environment.  Students may be warned, asked to leave class and/or referred to the Vice-Chancellor for Student Affairs or designee for disciplinary action depending on the frequency or severity of the disturbance.  Entering and leaving the classroom during class time is a distraction to other students and the instructor and should be avoided.  
· A student’s need to be in constant contact with the outside world through high-tech electronic devices (beepers, cell-phones, etc…) does not supersede basic classroom etiquette, and the beeping, buzzing or ringing of these devices are definitely considered a disturbance by the instructor. 
· Only those persons enrolled in the class should be present in class.  Obscene or inappropriate language will not be tolerated in electronic forums.  Multiple posts and indiscriminate emailing will be considered abuse of college resources.  Students may face disciplinary action for these acts.

PLAGIARISM AND CHEATING

Cheating/plagiarizing is a serious offense.  Webster defines plagiarism as the act of “taking and using as one’s own the ideas or writings of another.”  Depending on the frequency or severity of a student’s cheating/plagiarizing the instructor may lower the student’s grade or recommend the student to the Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs for disciplinary action.

AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT
It is the policy of Nunez Community College to accommodate students with disabilities, pursuant to federal law, state law, and the school’s commitment to equal educational opportunities.  Any student with a disability who needs accommodations should contact Carly Gervais in the ADA Coordinator’s Office. The office is located in the Law Library, Room 1-234, telephone 278-7491 or e-mail cgervais@nunez.edu.

TESTS

Three test will be given for this course:
· Chapters 16-20
   Feb. 25
· Chapters 21-25
   Mar. 19
· Chapters 26-31     May 
PROJECTS
· Bill of Rights
Due Jan 30

· Book Review
Due April 7

· Oral History 
Due  April 28
COURSE SCHEDULE

Week 1: Jan. 14        Introduction of course. 

  Jan 16          Chapter 16 “The Union Reconstructed”  p. 520-49
Week 2: Jan. 21        Chapter 16 con’t
Jan. 23        Chapter 17 “Rural America: the West and the New South” 

 p. 553-83
Week 3  Jan. 28       Chapter 18 “Rise of Smokestakes” p. 584-623

  Jan. 30        Chapter 18 con’t


           Bill of Rights Due
Week 4: Feb. 4&6     Mardi Gras-NO CLASS

Week 5: Feb. 11        Chapter 19 “Politics and Reform” p. 624-80
              Feb. 13       Chapter 19 con’t
Week 6: Feb. 18       Chapter 20 “Becoming a World Power” p. 652-81
              Feb. 20      Chapter 20 con’t
Week 7: Feb 25       EXAM I Chapters 16-20
  Feb. 27       Chapter 21 “Progressives Confront Industrial Capitalism” 
                     p. 682-729
Week 8: Mar. 3       Chapter 22 “The Great War” p. 720-53
              Mar. 5       Chapter 23 “Affluence and Anxiety” p. 754-89
Week 9: Mar. 10      Chapter 24 “Great Depression and the New Deal” p. 790-825
              Mar. 12      Chapter 25 “World War II” p. 826-51
Week 10: Mar. 17     Review for Exam
               Mar. 19     EXAM II Chapters 21-25
Week 11: Mar. 24 & 26 Spring Break NO CLASS 

Week 12: Mar. 31    Chapter 26 “Postwar America at Home, 1945-1960” p. 862-901
               Apr. 2      Chapter 26 con’t
Week 13:  Apr. 7     Chapter 27 “Chills and Fever During the Cold War” p. 902-35
        

          Book Review Due
                 Apr. 9     Chapter con’t
Week 14: Apr. 14    Chapter 28 “Reform and Rebellion in the 1960s” p. 936-71
               Apr. 16    Chapter con’t
Week 15: Apr. 21    Chapter 29 “Disorder and Discontent, 1969-1980” p. 972-1005
               Apr. 23    Chapter 29 con’t
 Week 16: Apr. 28   Chapter 30 “Revival of Conservatism, 1980-1992” p. 1006-41
                                Oral History Due
               Apr. 30     Chapter 30 con’t 
Week 17 May 5        Chapter 31 “Post-Cold War Worlds, 1992-2005” p. 1043-1078 

Week 18: May 7       Chapter 31 con’t
May 


FINAL EXAM  

Special projects, assignments, reports and their due dates will be announced in class with at least a one week notice.  

These are the assignments for each week; however, the assignments may change due to unforeseen circumstances.  If you miss class, it is your responsibility to contact a classmate in order to get any information that you missed.  You are to be prepared each class period with paper, pen, and the appropriate textbooks.  You should also be prepared to discuss orally all reading assignments and to participate in class.
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