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COURSE DESCRIPTION

Methods, materials, and activities for day care centers, nursery schools, and primary grades. Prerequisite: Students must have completed all developmental reading requirements
REQUIRED MATERIALS
        Text: Essa, Eva. (2007) Introduction to Early Childhood Education 5th ed.  Albany, New York: Delmar 

         Recomended Supplemental Text:

         Bedenkamp s. & Coppel, C. (1999).  Developmentally Appropriate Practice in Early Childhood Education.  Washington DC:  NAEYC 
Students are required to log on to blackboard to find materials and links to available information online.
 Materials: Access to computer with internet connection, word processing (Microsoft Word is preferred) capability and access to a printer.  Students may also need additional basic art materials to include markers and poster boards for class projects.

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES 

· The student demonstrates a commitment to the early childhood profession through a written autobiography that explains experiences and training and career plans, and participation in a professional organization or group.

· The student expresses, in writing, appropriate practices in running a program that is developmentally appropriate and responsive to the participants. 

· The student identifies basic stages of child development based on cognitive, emotional, and physical development of children and applies this knowledge to group care situations.  

· The student accurately identifies and applies important licensing regulations to real-world cases in direct experiences and class discussions.
· The student explains the role of an early childhood professional in establishing appropriate experiences and a responsive emotionally supportive environment for children in programs.
· The student effectively discusses helpful responses to children dealing with trauma as well as normal issues of group care.
· The student applies NAEYC professional ethics to site-based cases.
REQUIREMENTS FOR SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION

        Students must complete all coursework with a grade of D or better.  Care and Development of Young Children students must complete with a grade of C to have this course count toward that degree. Students MUST at least attempt each major assignment.  A skipped assignment means an “F” in the course even if grades on other assignments would mean a passing grade.
          Students must participate in a field-based experience for 4 hours.  This assignment will be provided in detail during the semester by the instructor.

Required activities may include:

· Assigned readings 

· Written reflections

· Examinations

· Projects and written work


Attendance and participation in class activities and discussions including regular participation in website-based assignments and activities.  
GRADING
Tests and major assignments are to be graded on a basic 10 point scale.  Scoring rubrics will made available to students for feedback on performances and written projects like lesson plans, class ands playground plans guidance plans and family newsletters.  All major assignments MUST be attempted in order to receive a grade of “D” or better for the course.  A skipped assignment means a grade of “F” in the course even if grades on other assignments would mean a passing grade.  

Students will be evaluated and awarded points for the following:

· 3 written tests

· Model program based on developmentally appropriate practice. (Final project)

· Role play facilitation and questioning

· Plan a preschool environment, inside and playground. (May be part of Model Program)

· Write an autobiography that explains experiences and training and career plans, (CDA artifact)

· Documents or plans for participation in a professional organization or group (CDA artifact)

· 500 or less word statement of competency:  To ensure a well run, purposeful, program responsive to participants needs. May be integrated into Model Program.

· 500 or less word statement of competency to maintain a commitment to professionalism (CDA artifact) May be part of autobiography.

· Establish a professional resource file that includes (CDA Artifact)

· Name and phone number for reporting child abuse

· Identify courses or community resources for first aid and CPR training.  Make a plan to obtain training

· Provide name and contact information for organization that provides information on child nutrition

· Sample record keeping forms, including accident report form and emergency contact with student review for form clarity, usefulness and suggested changes

· Contact information for agency that provides resources for children with exceptionalities and children exhibiting behaviors that may benefit from mental health intervention

· Membership information for at least one professional organization

· Written (individual or group) reflection based on case study or personal experience specific licensing requirement in Louisiana

· Document through written reflection, personal experience in area program: 4 hours


Students will be notified of additional assignments and point values.  
Class Policies:

ATTENDANCE
Students should read the policy on attendance in the Nunez College Catalog.  Roll will be checked each class and the instructor may drop a student for excessive unexcused absences prior to the official last day to drop a course.  If the instructor drops a student from the roster before the last drop date, the student will receive a “W” grade.  If absences occur and/or accumulate after the last day to officially withdraw, the student may fail the course.  Excessive absences usually equal to two weeks of class time.  

ATTEDENCE REQUIREMENTS FOR ONLINE:

   For courses conducted electronically, participation must take place by logging in to the class blackboard site, lctcs.blackboard.com. Students are expected to check in several times per week (at least two).  Students who do not login for 2 weeks may be dropped for excessive absences.  Students who stop logging in may not automatically be dropped by the instructor and may receive an “F” in the course. It is each student’s responsibility to contact the college to if she wishes to drop a course.  Students who choose not to participate in online class activities may have grades adjusted by the instructor. Students should review course requirements and arrange for campus meetings early in the semester. These may be conducted in person or by phone if the student cannot travel to Nunez.
Students are encouraged to participate in class discussions and activities.  These will be posted online.  Students who choose not to participate in class activities will lose points from their participation grade.

If you experience technological problems outside of your control, you must contact the instructor as soon as possible to make arrangements for your coursework.  Students are expected to make use of publicly available computers at libraries, churches or community centers or borrowed from a friend or relative in the case of extended repair time.

ASSIGNMENTS

Assignments include completion of readings, response journal entries, end of chapter assignments, and other projects assigned by the instructor.  Absence (failing to log in) does not exempt a student from an assignment.  The student is responsible for contacting a classmate and getting all assignments prior to returning to class.

Assignments must be neat and presentable.  Assignments must be turned in the form stated in the assignments, email, dropbox or discussion board.  Assignments returned in a different format may not be accepted.
Assignments must be turned in on time.  The instructor may refuse to accept assignments turned in after the due date.  Assignments that are accepted will have points deducted.

CLASSROOM ETIQUETTE

Only those persons enrolled in the class should be present in class.  Obscene or inappropriate language will not be tolerated in electronic forums.  Multiple posts and indiscriminate emailing will be considered abuse of college resources.  Students may face disciplinary action for these acts.

Courteous behavior is expected.  Treat other students with respect during class discussions, posts and email.  

.

SPECIAL NOTE ON FIELD-BASED EXPERIENCES:

Students will participate in an early childhood classroom for four hours during this semester.  This is a required to pass the course. Information about these assigned hours will be given later in the semester.  

Students are representatives of Nunez Community College at field sites.  Students who commit a serious offense or show considerable bad judgment that places children or adults at risk will not be allowed to continue working at a field experience site and will receive an “F” for the course.  This includes arriving under the influence of drugs or alcohol, disregarding emergency drills, physical punishment of a child, verbal insults or screaming at a child or adult, gossiping, wearing inappropriate or obscene clothing, placing a child at risk of harm through lack of supervision or use of inappropriate materials, consistently arriving late or missing scheduled hours or any action deemed dangerous or harmful by a student’s cooperating teacher, a site administrator or instructor.  These actions will also be forwarded to the Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs for possible further disciplinary action that may include being barred participating in courses that require field-based experiences that involve children.
PLAGIARISM AND CHEATING
Cheating/plagiarizing is a serious offense.  Webster defines plagiarism as the act of “taking and using as one’s own the ideas or writings of another.”  Depending on the frequency or severity of a student’s cheating/plagiarizing the instructor may lower the student’s grade or recommend the student to the Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs for disciplinary action.  

Students caught cheating on a test or turning in plagiarized work will receive an “F” for the assignment. A second offense will result in an “F” for the course and referral to the Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs.

AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT
It is the policy of Nunez Community College to accommodate students with disabilities, pursuant to federal law, state law, and the school’s commitment to equal educational opportunities.  Any student with a disability who needs accommodations should contact Carly Gervais in the ADA Coordinator’s Office. The office is located in the Law Library, Room 1-234, telephone 278-7491 or e-mail cgervais@nunez.edu.

Blackboard

Class materials, discussion boards, calendars etc are available online at http://lctcs.blackboard.com .   All students are expected to log on to this site at least twice a week.  This will be part of your participation grade.  Students will be instructed on how to access the materials during an orientation meeting and the instructor will be available to assist students who need help.

