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COURSE DESCRIPTION

Types of curricula used in early childhood education. Examination of activities, materials, media, and other teaching aids are included.

REQUIRED MATERIALS
         Text:  Jackman, H. (2004). Early Childhood Curriculum: A Child’s Connection to the World:  

                   Thompson/ Delmar.
Recommended Supplemental Text:

                  Bedenkamp s. & Coppel, C. (1999).  Developmentally Appropriate Practice in Early 
Childhood Education.  Washington DC:  NAEYC 
Students are required to log on to blackboard to find materials and links to available information online.
 Materials: Access to computer with internet connection, word processing capability and access to a 

printer.  Students may also need additional basic art materials to include markers and poster boards for class projects.  Students will need access to the library or their own collection for children literature.  Students will need transportation to and from a school site for required onsite visits.

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES

· Students will define curriculum in writing
· Students will critique early childhood curricula based on given criteria for quality and developmental appropriateness.
· Students will provide a written plan for a play activity and support it verbally
· Students will verbally or in writing demonstrate the value of a variety of materials to include traditional classroom equipment and teacher-made materials to support children’s development
· Students will set up an interest center based on given criteria appropriate to a given age-group
· Demonstrate planning that incorporates integrated learning opportunities for young children
· Plan and guide an activity in class
REQUIREMENTS FOR SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION

        Students must complete all coursework with a grade of D or better.  Care and Development of Young Children students must complete with a grade of C to have this course count toward that degree. Students MUST at least attempt each major assignment.  A skipped assignment means an “F” in the course even if grades on other assignments would mean a passing grade.
          Students must participate in a field-based experience for 4 hours.  This assignment will be provided in detail during the semester by the instructor.

Required activities may include:

· Assigned readings 

· Written reflections

· Examinations

· Projects and written work


Attendance and participation in class activities and discussions including regular participation in website-based assignments and activities

GRADING
Tests and major assignments are to be graded on a basic 10 point scale.  Scoring rubrics will made available to students for feedback on performances and written projects like lesson plans, class ands playground plans guidance plans and family newsletters.  All major assignments MUST be attempted in order to receive a grade of “D” or better for the course.  A skipped assignment means a grade of “F” in the course even if grades on other assignments would mean a passing grade.  

Students will be evaluated and awarded points for the following:

· 3 written tests

· Design and implementation of an interest-center

· Plan and guide an appropriate activity in class

· Plan and integrated unit of experiences for children that include all areas of development and subject-area organization (Final Project)
· Written plan for three activities to be graded on provided criteria

· Written individual and small group reaction to case study or personal experience with curriculum planning problems

· Compile a list of online resources for teacher-created materials

· Written reflections weekly on class topics to be gathered into a reflection journal

· Document through written reflection, personal experience in area program: 4 hours


Students will be notified of additional assignments and point values.  
Class Policies:

ATTENDANCE
Students should read the policy on attendance in the Nunez College Catalog.  Roll will be checked each class and the instructor may drop a student for excessive unexcused absences prior to the official last day to drop a course.  If the instructor drops a student from the roster before the last drop date, the student will receive a “W” grade.  If absences occur and/or accumulate after the last day to officially withdraw, the student may fail the course.  Excessive absences usually equal to two weeks of class time.  Students who arrive late to class must see the instructor after the class to have that 

absence removed.  Students who leave class early may be counted absent for that class.

After the first two absences, students will lose 20 points per absence in participation. Students missing more than four classes may be dropped from the course.  A student who fails to drop this course and fails to attend class will receive a grade of “F” in the course for the semester.  Absence prior to projects or examinations does not exempt the student from due dates or participation. Students are encouraged to participate in class discussions and activities.  Students who choose not to participate in class activities will lose points from their participation grade.

Be on time.  Make arrangements early in the semester to arrive on time for class.  While occasional tardiness is sometimes not avoidable consistently arriving late will affect your grade
ASSIGNMENTS

Assignments include completion of readings, response journal entries, end of chapter assignments, and other projects assigned by the instructor.  Absence does not exempt a student from an assignment.  The student is responsible for contacting a classmate and getting all assignments prior to returning to class.

Assignments must be neat and presentable.  Papers, major projects, and reports must be typed, single-sided.  Computers are available for student use at the Student Computer Lab and in the library.  In class reflections and project specifically mentioned by the instructor may be handwritten.
Assignments must be turned in on time.  The instructor may refuse to accept assignments turned in after the due date.  Assignments that are accepted will have points deducted.

CLASSROOM ETIQUETTE

No student may create disturbances to the learning environment.  Students may be warned, asked to leave class and/or referred to the Vice-Chancellor for Student Affairs or designee for disciplinary action depending on the frequency or severity of the disturbance.  Entering and leaving the classroom during class time is a distraction to other students and the instructor and should be avoided.  A student’s need to be in constant contact with the outside world through high-tech electronic devices (beepers, cell-phones, etc…) does not supersede basic classroom etiquette, and the beeping, buzzing or ringing of these devices are definitely considered a disturbance by the instructor. Phones and pagers should be set on silent while in class.  If you must take an emergency call, leave the room to do so.  
Only those persons enrolled in the class should be present in class.  Obscene or inappropriate language will not be tolerated in electronic forums.  Multiple posts and indiscriminate emailing will be considered abuse of college resources.  Students may face disciplinary action for these acts.

Courteous behavior is expected.  Do not leave before class is over or talk during lectures.  Treat other students with respect during class discussions.  

.

SPECIAL NOTE ON FIELD-BASED EXPERIENCES:

Students will participate in an early childhood classroom for four hours during this semester.  This is a required to pass the course. Information about these assigned hours will be given at midterm.  

Students are representatives of Nunez Community College at field sites.  Students who commit a serious offense or show considerable bad judgment that places children or adults at risk will not be allowed to continue working at a field experience site and will receive an “F” for the course.  This includes arriving under the influence of drugs or alcohol, disregarding emergency drills, physical punishment of a child, verbal insults or screaming at a child or adult, gossiping, wearing inappropriate or obscene clothing, placing a child at risk of harm through lack of supervision or use of inappropriate materials, consistently arriving late or missing scheduled hours or any action deemed dangerous or harmful by a student’s cooperating teacher, a site administrator or instructor.  These actions will also be forwarded to the Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs for possible further disciplinary action that may include being barred participating in courses that require field-based experiences that involve children.
PLAGIARISM AND CHEATING
Cheating/plagiarizing is a serious offense.  Webster defines plagiarism as the act of “taking and using as one’s own the ideas or writings of another.”  Depending on the frequency or severity of a student’s cheating/plagiarizing the instructor may lower the student’s grade or recommend the student to the Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs for disciplinary action.  

Students caught cheating on a test or turning in plagiarized work will receive an “F” for the assignment. A second offense will result in an “F” for the course and referral to the Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs.

AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT
It is the policy of Nunez Community College to accommodate students with disabilities, pursuant to federal law, state law, and the school’s commitment to equal educational opportunities.  Any student with a disability who needs accommodations should contact Carly Gervais in the ADA Coordinator’s Office. The office is located in the Law Library, Room 1-234, telephone 278-7491 or e-mail cgervais@nunez.edu.

Blackboard

Supplemental materials, discussion boards, calendars etc are available online at http://lctcs.blackboard.com .   All students are expected to log on to this site at least once a week.  This will be part of your participation grade.  Students will be instructed on how to access the materials during class and the instructor will be available to assist students who need help.

