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Catalog Description:  Focuses on traditional grammar and usage. This course is intended to give students a strong foundation in the basics of Standard English grammar. It is designed to be a companion course to any designated DEVE or ENGL course. ENGL 1150 cannot be substituted for any required English courses.

Required Textbook:

Yarber, Mary and Robert Yarber. Reviewing Basic Grammar. New York: Longman 2004.        

Course Goals: The basic goal of this class is to give students a strong foundation in the basics of Standard English grammar.  The intended result is that students achieve a permanent ability to think critically and analytically about the English language, not just a temporary and partial mastery of a few grammatical terms and categories through rote learning of simple examples. Using a step-by-step approach, the course will help students develop an understanding of the fundamental rules underlying English grammar.

Course Objectives: After completing this course, students will be able to

· identify and use words that provide content—nouns, verbs, adjectives, and adverbs

· identify and use function words that help the content words make sense—articles, pronouns, prepositions, and conjunctions

· arrange these words in English sentences to make meaning

· recognize parts of sentences—subjects, predicates, objects, complements

· add details to sentences using modifiers—phrases and clauses

· recognize and punctuate sentences that contain conjunctions and adverbial connectors 

· use strategies to make parts of sentences agree

· use appropriate sentence-final and sentence-internal punctuation

· identity and correct sentence-level errors.

Grading: Final grades will be based on an average score from quizzes, exercises, mid-term test and a final test.

ATTENDANCE: Students should read the policy on attendance in the Nunez College Catalog.  Roll will be checked each class and the instructor will drop a student for excessive unexcused absences prior to the official last day to drop a course. If the instructor drops a student from the roster before the last drop date, the student will receive a “W” grade. If absences occur and/or accumulate after the last day to withdraw officially, the student will fail the course. Excessive absences usually equal to two weeks of class time (4 classes). Excused absences shall not exceed more than two. Students who arrive late to class must see the teacher after the class to have that absence removed. Students who leave class early will be counted absent unless the instructor has been consulted. 

EXCEL CENTER: The Excel Center is in 2-306. The EXCEL Center is a learning lab open to all students enrolled at Nunez. The lab has extensive hours for using the computer software tutorials. Also, English and math instructors devote time for person-to-person tutoring in the lab. Lab times and tutoring times will be posted early in the semester. Students are encouraged to utilize the lab services to improve grammar, punctuation and structural skills.

CLASSROOM ETIQUETTE

No student may create disturbances to the learning environment.  Students may be warned, asked to leave class and/or referred to the Vice-Chancellor for Student Affairs or designee for disciplinary action depending on the frequency or severity of the disturbance.  Entering and leaving the classroom during class time is a distraction to other students and the instructor and should be avoided.  A student’s need to be in constant contact with the outside world through high-tech electronic devices (beepers, cell-phones, etc…) does not supersede basic classroom etiquette, and the beeping, buzzing or ringing of these devices are definitely considered a disturbance by the instructor. Only those persons enrolled in the class should be present in class.
PLAGIARISM AND CHEATING
Cheating/plagiarizing is a serious offense.  Webster defines plagiarism as the act of “taking and using as one’s own the ideas or writings of another.”  Depending on the frequency or severity of a student’s cheating/plagiarizing the instructor may lower the student’s grade or recommend the student to the Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs for disciplinary action.
AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT
It is the policy of Nunez Community College to accommodate students with disabilities, pursuant to federal law, state law, and the school’s commitment to equal educational opportunities.  Any student with a disability who needs accommodations should contact Carly Gervais in the ADA Coordinator’s Office. The office is located in the Law Library, Room 1-234, telephone 278-7491 or e-mail cgervais@nunez.edu
        Tentative Course Schedule for Eng 1150
Chapters from Reviewing Basic Grammar

Week 1: Introduction; diagnostic testing; Chapter 1

Week 2: Chapter 2; The parts of Speech; The Topic Sentence

Week 3: Chapter 3; Finding the Subject and the Verb in Sentences; Coherence

Week 4: Chapter 4; Making the Subject and Verb Agree

Week 5: Chapter 5; Common Errors Involving Verbs

Week 6: Chapter 6; Using the Correct Form of the Pronoun

Week 7: Chapter 7; Common Errors in Pronoun Agreement and Reference: Transitional Words and Phrases

Week 8: Chapter; Compound and Complex Sentences 

Week 9: Correcting Fragments, Run-on Sentences and Comma-splices

Week 10: Confused Sentences

Week 12: Punctuation

Week 13: Review

Week 14: Review

Week 15: Final 

Each chapter will begin with a pretest, followed by a practice none-graded quiz.
A Post test will be given after the completion of each chapter!!!

These are general assignments for each week.  I will give additional exercises from the text English Fundamentals as we progress. You should also be prepared to discuss orally any reading assignments and to participate in class. 

Nota bene: This syllabus is subject to change.
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