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                                   Syllabus

	
	ENG2150 Introduction to Fiction Writing

	
	Division:
	Arts & Sciences

	
	
	

	
	Contact Info:
	Dawn Ruth
Office 2-222

Phone: 504-278-7485

Email: druth@nunez.edu


	

	Semester: Spring 2007
Section/Days/Time:  300A; MW, 4 – 5:15 p.m. 

Building/Room number: A&S/library 


	

	COURSE DESCRIPTION

Introduces the theory and technique of writing fiction
REQUIRED MATERIALS
       Jerome Stern, ed.  Micro Fiction:  An Anthology of Really Short Stories.  New York:  W.W. Norton, 1996

Also required: 
Readings on reserve in the library
 STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES
      1.   Students will be able to correctly identify and explain all of the essential elements of fiction writing including:
· Setting 

· Conflict
· Resolution

· Rounded characters

· Point of view

· Metaphoric language 

· Theme

2. Students will be able to apply the elements of fiction in the production of their own fiction.
3. They will be able to combine these elements to create an effective short story. 

4. They will be able to use specific detail to create realistic settings and characters.
5. They will be able to use vivid language to create color and depth to their stories. 

       6.   They will be able to use the elements and techniques of fiction to create an identifiable theme. 
       7.   They will be able to assess others’ work and recommend changes. 
REQUIREMENTS FOR SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION

· Writing exercises 

· Periodic quizzes
· Workshop critiques

· At least one micro fiction

· At least two short stories

· Mid-term exam

· Portfolio of creative work  
CONTENT OUTLINE

I.   Introduction to the creative process
II.  Introduction to the craft of writing – setting, conflict, point of view, resolution, characterization, metaphoric language, symbol and theme

III.  Reading and identifying the creative elements in short stories

      IV. Using the elements

      V.   Writing workshop

GRADING

Students will be evaluated according to attendance, quizzes, workshop critiques, midterm exams and original short stories.  Creativity will not be graded per se, but late, incomplete assignments and sloppy grammar will reduce the “story” grade.  After two absences for workshop sessions, the final class grade will be reduced one point for each absence.  The lowest two quiz grades will be dropped.  An assessment follows: 30 percent mid-term exam; 10 percent attendance; 10 percent quizzes; 20 percent workshop critiques; 30 percent original short stories.  Timely, corrected, original stories will receive a grade of A.  A rubric for each story will be provided as a guide for improvement only.


	


	

	ATTENDANCE
Students should read the policy on attendance in the Nunez College Catalog.  Roll will be checked each class and the instructor may drop a student for excessive unexcused absences prior to the official last day to drop a course.  If the instructor drops a student from the roster before the last drop date, the student will receive a “W” grade.  If absences occur and/or accumulate after the last day to officially withdraw, the student will fail the course.  Excessive absences usually equal to two weeks of class time.  Students who arrive late to class must see the instructor after the class to have that absence removed.  Students who leave class early may be counted absent for that class.
CLASSROOM ETIQUETTE

No student may create disturbances to the learning environment.  Students may be warned, asked to leave class and/or referred to the Vice-Chancellor for Student Affairs or designee for disciplinary action depending on the frequency or severity of the disturbance.  Entering and leaving the classroom during class time is a distraction to other students and the instructor and should be avoided.  A student’s need to be in constant contact with the outside world through high-tech electronic devices (beepers, cell-phones, etc…) does not supersede basic classroom etiquette, and the beeping, buzzing or ringing of these devices are definitely considered a disturbance by the instructor. 

Only those persons enrolled in the class should be present in class.
PLAGIARISM AND CHEATING
Cheating/plagiarizing is a serious offense.  Webster defines plagiarism as the act of “taking and using as one’s own the ideas or writings of another.”  Depending on the frequency or severity of a student’s cheating/plagiarizing the instructor may lower the student’s grade or recommend the student to the Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs for disciplinary action.

AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT

It is the policy of Nunez Community College to accommodate students with disabilities, pursuant to federal law, state law, and the school’s commitment to equal educational opportunities.  Any student with a disability who needs accommodations should contact Carly Gervais in the ADA Coordinator’s Office. The office is located in the Law Library, Room 1-234, telephone 278-7491 or e-mail cgervais@nunez.edu.



	

	


