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Catalogue Description:  A continuation of DEVR 0740 with emphasis placed on achieving success in reading college-level materials through the development of active reading strategies, vocabulary knowledge, and comprehension skills and strategies.  This is a skills improvement course that may not be used for credit for a certificate or degree.  Satisfactory performance on a proficiency examination is required for credit in the course.  Prerequisite:  Placement Test, DEVR 0740 or Instructor's recommendation. 

Required Textbook:

Langan, J. (2004). Ten Steps to Advancing College Reading Skills. (4th ed.) New Jersey: Townsend Press. 

Required novels:
Davis, S., Jenkins, G., & Hunt, R. (2002). The Pact. New York: Riverhead Books.

Gaines, E. (1993). A Lesson Before Dying. New York: Vintage Books.

Strasser, T. (2004). Can’t Get There from Here. New York: Simon Pulse.
Recommended: Collegiate-level dictionary and thesaurus

Course Goals:  The basic goal of the course is to improve reading skills.  Emphasis will be placed on helping students achieve success in reading and thereby gain confidence in their abilities to meet the reading demands of college, the workplace, and the information-filled society.

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES 

Upon completion of this course, the student will:

*Read, analyze and critique a variety of literature; including non-fiction materials (textbook chapters, essays, autobiographies, poetry, and fiction.

*Select and use the best reading strategy (i.e., Skimming, scanning, SQ3R) to actively monitor comprehension.

*Develop general and specialized (content-area) vocabulary through reading meaningful context and analysis of word structure.

*Identify universal themes; stated and implied main ideas; general and specific supporting details; topic sentences and thesis through identification of key ideas in sentences, paragraphs and longer passages.

*Understand the meaning of content reading through summarizing, paraphrasing, interpreting, and explaining content material.

Course Requirements:  Students are required to complete at least all the following in order to successfully complete the course:

All assigned work

Completion of (2) Library Modules

All tests                                  Required intervention strategies 








Reading of literature

Cooperative group projects

A final exam


A final proficiency

Course Policies:
Grading:  In this class, students will be graded according to the following proportions:


40% assignments/Class Participation/Attendance


30% Tests and Projects


30% Final Exam

The grading scale used





The scale used to determine

in this class is:







the final average is:

100-90  = A







4.0-3.6   = A

89-90    = B







3.59-2.6 = B

79-70    = C







2.59-1.5 = C

69-60    = D







1.49-1.0 = D

59-0      = F







0.99-0.0 = F

A grade of “D” in a reading class is not a passing grade.  A grade of “Y” indicates acceptable progression but not completion of the course.  Assignments include end of the unit or chapter work, presentations of assigned articles, and any handouts.  A test will be given at the end of each unit or section.  Quizzes will be given for the novels listed on the front of this syllabus.  ANY STUDENT NOT TAKING THE FINAL EXAM FAILS THE COURSE REGARDLESS OF THE GRADE UP TO THE FINAL WEEK OF CLASS.  Any work turned in late will lose points. NO MAKE UP TESTS WILL BE GIVEN. A department exam will be given at the end of the semester. In order to pass the objective exam, students must receive a score of at least 70%.

Attendance: ANY STUDENT WHO WITHDRAWS OR IS WITHDRAWN FROM A READING COURSE FOR EXCESSIVE ABSENCES OR OTHER REASONS WILL BE ADMINISTRATIVELY WITHDRAWN FROM ALL 1000 LEVEL COURSES AND ABOVE.  Students should read the policy on attendance in the Nunez College Catalog.  Roll will be checked each class and the instructor may drop a student for excessive unexcused absences, usually equal to two weeks of class time.  The student must drop the class at the Registrar’s office to avoid an F if he or she stops attending for any reason.  Students who leave class early will be counted absent unless the instructor has been consulted.

Classroom Etiquette:  Sometimes students may not understand what is expected from them concerning classroom behavior.  Therefore, the following guidelines have been established just so there is no confusion regarding expectations. While one person addresses the class, everyone else listens attentively (no conversations while the instructor is lecturing, no interrupting an instructor or a student who is addressing the class.)  Arrive to class on time.  If you are late, disturb the class as little as possible when you enter (i.e. Do not walk between the instructor and the class.)  Remain in class until dismissed; do not leave early, disturb the class as little as possible if you must excuse yourself and upon your return to the class.  If you know you will have to be late on a particular occasion, notify the instructor.  Do not engage in behavior that is distracting to the instructor or other students (i.e. Cell phones and pagers must be on silent mode, do not do homework or assignments from other classes during class time, do not read the newspaper, do not snore during lectures!)

Plagiarism:  Plagiarism is the taking of another’s work and presenting it as one’s own.  Any student caught plagiarizing will receive a grade of F for the assignment with a warning as to the seriousness of the act.  If it occurs a second time, a student will be dismissed from that class with a grade of F and possibly could be suspended or expelled from the college.

STUDENT SUCCESS CENTER (SSC): The SSC Center is located on the 3rd floor of the Arts and Sciences building.  The SSC Center is a learning lab open to all students enrolled at Nunez.  The lab has extensive hours for using the computer software tutorials.  Also, individualized tutoring is available. Times will be posted early in the semester.  Students are encouraged to utilize the lab services to improve vocabulary, comprehension, and critical thinking skills.  

Mentoring and Advising Center: TBA  

Career Services Center: TBA  

AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT
It is the policy of Nunez Community College to accommodate students with disabilities, pursuant to federal law, state law, and the school’s commitment to equal educational opportunities.  Any student with a disability who needs accommodations should contact Carly Gervais in the ADA Coordinator’s Office. The office is located in the Law Library, Room 1-234, telephone 278-7491 or e-mail cgervais@nunez.edu.
FERPA Policy: NCC/DCC complies with the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) of 1974. A student has the right to inspect and review all of his/her records that meet the definition of educational records.
