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	EVALUATION OF INSTRUCTION
Each class at the College is evaluated by the students during the semester.  The instrument used allows students to comment on the instructor and his presentation of the course.  The results of these evaluations are made available to the instructor after grades are complete and turned in to the Division.

The Dean of the Division or his designee visits classes to observe instructors and completes an evaluation.  A copy is given to the instructor with the opportunity for the instructor to respond to the evaluation.  The evaluation with the instructor’s response is kept on file in the Dean’s office.  


	COURSE DESCRIPTION:   This lecture course is designed to introduce you to the fundamental concepts and basic principals of juvenile delinquency using a sociological perspective. This course examines theories of delinquency, causes and treatment of delinquency, and the juvenile justice system in American society.

REQUIRED MATERIALS:  Siegel, L., Welsh, B., and Senna, J. (2003). Juvenile Delinquency: Theory, Practice, and Law, 8th Edition. I will provide you with additional readings as subject matter warrants. 
STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES:   By the end of the class students will be able to identify various theories of delinquency and apply them to real-life scenarios, as well as having a better understanding of the causes and underlying problems associated with delinquency and be able to do the following:

· Understand the basic terminology used in the juvenile justice system
· Explain the similarities and differences between the juvenile justice system and the adult justice system

· Have a working knowledge of the major delinquency theories that attempt to explain delinquent behavior

· Be able to apply different theoretical perspectives to real and fictional scenarios; and

· Understand, analyze, and interpret delinquency literature
REQUIREMENTS FOR SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION: The most basic requirement for successful completion of this course is to come to class prepared! This means you should have read the assigned material before class so we may discuss it during the lecture. 
CONTENT OUTLINE: The following is a general guideline for the amount of time needed to cover the lecture material. This course may be offered at night with adjunct instructor.
LECTURE SCHEDULE

NOTE: This schedule may change depending on the class understanding of the material.

Date:


Subject covered:







January 23                     Class Business

January 25                     Chapter 1— Childhood and Delinquency
January 30                     Chapter 2— Nature and Extent of Delinquency
February 1                     Chapter 3— Individual Views of Delinquency
February 6                     —Ch. 3 continued
February 8                     Chapter 4— Sociological Views of Delinquency  
February 13                   —Ch. 5 continued; Handout: Study guide for Test 1 PAPER TOPIC DUE
February 15                   Chapter 5—Psychological Views of Delinquency
February 20                   MARDI GRAS BREAK–NO CLASS–No flashing body parts to strangers!
February 22                   Discuss study guide and review for test
February 27                  TEST 1: COVERS CHAPTERS 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 

March 1                          Chapter 6— Gender and Delinquency

March 6                          Chapter 7— Families and Delinquency
March 8                          Chapter 8— Peers and Delinquency: Juvenile Gangs
March 13                        —Ch. 8 continued;  PAPER PROGRESS REPORT DUE TODAY
March 15                        Chapter 9— School and Delinquency
March 20                        —Ch. 9 continued
March 22                        Chapter 10— Drugs and Delinquency; Handout: Study guide for Test 2  

March 27                        Discuss study guide and review for test
March 29                        TEST 2: COVERS CHAPTERS 6, 7, 8, 9, 10                

April 3                            SPRING BREAK–NO CLASS–Wear sunscreen while you’re on the beach!
April 5                            SPRING BREAK–NO CLASS–Please don’t drink and drive!
April 10                          Chapter 11— Delinquency Prevention 

April 12                          Chapter 12— History of Juvenile Justice
April 17                          —Ch. 12 continued
April 19                          Chapter 13— Police Work with Juveniles
April 24                          Chapter 14— Juvenile Court Process
April 26                         —Ch. 14 continued; PAPER DUE
May 1                            Chapter 15— Juvenile Corrections Handout: Study guide for final exam 

May 3                            Chapter 16—Delinquency and Juvenile Justice Abroad
May 8
                         LAST DAY OF CLASS; Discuss study guide and review for final

FINAL EXAM IS TENTATIVELY SCHEDULED FOR THURSDAY MAY 17TH AT 6PM. DO NOT BE LATE! COVERS CHAPTERS: 11, 12, 13, 14, 15 AND 16.

GRADING: I will use a standard 10-point scale. Your final grade is the average of the tests, paper, and any extra-credit points you have earned over the semester. I do take into account your attendance and class participation in your final grade.
              100 – 90 = A       

   89 – 80 = B       

   79 – 70 = C    

   69 – 60 = D     

                59 – Below = F


	ATTENDANCE: Students should read the policy on attendance in the Nunez College Catalog.  Roll will be checked each class and the instructor may drop a student for excessive unexcused absences prior to the official last day to drop a course.  If the instructor drops a student from the roster before the last drop date, the student will receive a “W” grade.  If absences occur and/or accumulate after the last day to officially withdraw, the student may fail the course.  Excessive absences usually equal to two weeks of class time.  Students who arrive late to class must see the instructor after the class to have that absence removed.  Students who leave class early may be counted absent for that class.

The lectures are the most important part of the class; the bulk of your tests will come from them. It is to your benefit to attend all lectures as I will take roll every class. Approximately 5 times during the semester, I give at least 2 extra-credit points (sometimes more) for those in attendance on that date. If you must miss an extended number of classes, it is your responsibility to contact me.  I do not distinguish between “excused” or “unexcused” absences—if you feel your absence should be excused, come see me. I use a point system to calculate your attendance. I will not deduct any points for the first 3 absences. For each absence over 3, I will deduct 2 points from your final grade. For example, if your test grades average 90 and you miss 5 days, the first 3 absences do not get any deducted points, while days 4 and 5 will be a total of 4 points. Your average then becomes an 86 which is a B.
ABSENCE

POINTS DEDUCTED

1 through 3
NONE

4 AND OVER

2 POINTS EACH ABSENCE FROM FINAL GRADE

CLASSROOM ETIQUETTE: No student may create disturbances to the learning environment.  Students may be warned, asked to leave class and/or referred to the Vice-Chancellor for Student Affairs or designee for disciplinary action depending on the frequency or severity of the disturbance.  Entering and leaving the classroom during class time is a distraction to other students and the instructor and should be avoided.  A student’s need to be in constant contact with the outside world through high-tech electronic devices (beepers, cell-phones, etc…) does not supersede basic classroom etiquette, and the beeping, buzzing or ringing of these devices are definitely considered a disturbance by the instructor. Only those persons enrolled in the class should be present in class.

As you will discover throughout the semester, I have a lot of issues. Here are a few of them: 

1. INDIVIDUAL CONVERSATIONS DURING LECTURE: My biggest pet-peeve is when people are talking among  

    themselves when I am trying to lecture. This is disruptive and rude behavior not only to me but to others around 
    you. If you feel you must carry on a conversation with your neighbor, do it outside of the classroom. 

2. BRINGING CHILDREN TO CLASS: I understand that problems may arise with childcare during these difficult  

    times. While I totally sympathize with you, please do not bring your children to class with you. The school has a 

    lot of construction going on and I would not want anything to happen to them. Please make other arrangements 

    for their care.
3. LECTURE NOTES FOR MISSED CLASSES: If you miss a class, it is your responsibility to get the notes for the 
    lectures. I do not give notes to students other than what I discuss in class. I do on occasion give handouts 

    which are available to you at any time.
4. CELL PHONES: I realize many people are waiting for insurance adjusters and the like and you need to be 

    available to take these calls. As a courtesy, please put your phone on vibrate and take your call outside of the 

    classroom. 
5. RESPECT OTHERS: Some of the issues we will cover in this class may be sensitive and most people will have 

    some opinion about them. However, I will not tolerate verbal attacks on any one in this class. I want people to  

    be able to freely express their opinions and ideas about issues without being criticized for their beliefs. I 
    generally express my opinions in class; however, I do not ever expect students to agree with my views.
PLAGIARISM AND CHEATING: Cheating/plagiarizing is a serious offense.  Webster defines plagiarism as the act of “taking and using as one’s own the ideas or writings of another.”  Depending on the frequency or severity of a student’s cheating/plagiarizing the instructor may lower the student’s grade or recommend the student to the Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs for disciplinary action.
I will provide you with a handout with some specifics about plagiarism: what it is and how to avoid it. Without exception, if I discover that you have cheated or plagiarized any portion of this class, I will remove you immediately and you will receive an “F” for the course. In other words, DON’T DO IT!
AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT: It is the policy of Nunez Community College to accommodate students with disabilities, pursuant to federal law, state law, and the school’s commitment to equal educational opportunities.  Any student with a disability who needs accommodations should contact Carly Gervais in the ADA Coordinator’s Office. The office is located in the Law Library, Room 1-234, telephone 278-7491 or e-mail cgervais@nunez.edu.




	SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES

TESTS: There will be 3 tests during the semester (definitions, multiple choice, matching, and fill-in-the-blank). I do not believe in playing “guess what’s on the test”. One week before each test, I will give you a study guide of items from which the test will take place. The class before the test, we will go over the study guide where I will answer all of your questions. I will return your test to you at the next class meeting. The final exam is not comprehensive, it will only cover the information we have covered since the last test. Please note, if you do not take the final exam, you will automatically fail the class.
MAKE-UPS: I realize that things arise that may prevent you from taking an exam on the assigned date. Without exception, you must be prepared to take the test on the date you return to class or receive a zero for your grade. 
PAPER: There will be paper required for this class. It will be a topic of your choosing but will need to tie back to an aspect of delinquency and one of the primary theories that we have discussed in class. Please don’t freak out about this! The paper counts as one test grade. I will talk more about this in class.

EXTRA CREDIT: To earn extra credit this semester, you can bring in an article from various media (newspapers, magazines, or music) to share with the class. The item must tie into the current topic we are discussing. You will receive 1 extra credit point for each item brought to class and is used in the discussion for a maximum of 10 points during the semester. 
SUPPLEMENTAL RESOURCES: The library has one copy of the textbook available for all students. The instructor also has personal materials available for additional student learning.



