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COURSE DESCRIPTION:
 A study of the basic elements that comprise the theater and theatrical productions.  This course will offer an extensive history of the theater from Indian dance drama through the 20th Century.

COURSE OBJECTIVES:  Upon completion of this course students should comprehend the manner by which the theater and theatrical productions have evolved over the past six thousand years.

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES:

1. Students will feel confident analyzing classic and modern plays.

2. Students will comprehend the course of theatrical development beginning with the Indian dance drama and continuing through the 21st Century.  

3. Students will possess the requisite skills to critique plays, monologues and complex theoretical writings as well as their own.

4. Students will learn to synthesize large amounts of information for public presentation.

5. Students will learn to apply complex philosophical ideas to the everyday situations.

6. Students will clearly understand the social epoch from which specific theatrical and cultural trends emerged throughout history.  

REQUIRED TEXT:  Performance Studies: An Introduction




By: Richard Schecner

COURSE POLICIES

LATE WORK: Under no circumstance will I accept late work if I have not been notified in advance with a legitimate explanation.  

ATTENDANCE:  Since each student’s attendance and participation is vital to the success of this course, everyone will be allowed a maximum of SIX absences.  Any student whose absences exceed this number will be subject to the loss of two percentage points off their final grade.  For example, if you finished the course with a 91% A, however, you missed eight classes without an approved excuse; your grade will be reduced to an 87% B.  Excused absences will be determined by the guidelines outlined by Nunez Community College and the course instructor respectively.  The instructor must approve all excused absences prior to the date they will occur.

GRADING:  The grades for this course will be determined as follows:

MIDTERM



25%



GRADING SCALE

FINAL EXAM


25%



A
90-100

WRITING ASSIGNMENTS

20%



B
80-89

PARTICIPATION


15%



C
70-79




TEACHING ASSIGNMENTS
15%



D
69-70










F
59 & Below

MIDTERM.  The midterm exam will test students on all material covered during the first eight weeks of the semester.  A comprehensive midterm exam review will be held during the class period immediately prior to the examination date.

FINAL EXAM.  The final exam will test students on all material covered during the second eight weeks of the semester.  A comprehensive final exam review will be held during the class period immediately prior to the examination date.

WRITING ASSIGNMENTS.  Each student will be responsible for completing five writing assignments throughout the semester.  These papers are designed to aid you in the development of your critical thinking skills.  An entire class period will be used to explain the guidelines by which each paper should be completed.   
PARTICIPATION.  Your participation is vital to your success in this class.  We will frequently engage in group discussions about the material being covered throughout the semester.  Each and every opinion can aid us all in a better understanding of the information with which we will be engaged.

TEACHING ASSIGNMENTS.  Each student will be responsible for at least two teaching assignments throughout the semester.  These assignments will require students to introduce the class to the main points of the subject matter we are covering during a specific week.  Students will teach in groups as well as alone.  

QUIZES.  Announced and unannounced quizzes will be given throughout the semester to ensure that you are keeping up with the material.

ACADEMIC DISHONESTY:  Familiarize yourself with the academic dishonesty policy of Nunez Community College.  If you commit academic dishonesty, you will receive an “F” on the assignment and/or and “F” for this course.  There will be absolutely no exceptions to this rule.  Academic dishonesty includes but is not limed to: cheating, stealing, falsification of information and plagiarism.

CLASSROOM ETIQUETTE:  No student may create disturbances to the learning environment.  Students may be warned, asked to leave class and/or referred to the Vice-Chancellor for Student Affairs or designee for disciplinary action depending on the frequency or severity of the disturbance.  Entering and leaving the classroom during class time is a distraction to other students and the instructor and should be avoided.  A student’s need to be in constant contact with the outside world through high-tech electronic devices (beepers, cell-phones, etc…) does not supersede basic classroom etiquette, and the beeping, buzzing or ringing of these devices are definitely considered a disturbance by the instructor. Only those persons enrolled in the class should be present in class.
AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT:  It is the policy of Nunez Community College to accommodate students with disabilities, pursuant to federal law, state law, and the school’s commitment to equal educational opportunities.  Any student with a disability who needs accommodations should contact Carly Gervais in the ADA Coordinator’s Office. The office is located in the Law Library, Room 1-234, telephone 278-7491 or e-mail cgervais@nunez.edu.

CONFERENCES:  I will be available to discuss your work and/or progress in this course at any time.  I will also request an appointment with you if I feel your academic performance deems that necessary.

SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES:  You will have multiple opportunities to earn extra credit through attending and writing about local live theatrical events.  You will also be required to attend at least one performance hosted by the Nunez Theater Department.  

WEEKLY SCHEDULE

WEEK 1:

MON:  Intro to the Course

WED:  Vital Components of the Theater

WEEK 2:

MON: 
Ritual and theater
WED:  Ritual and Theater
WEEK 3:

MON:  Labor Day Holliday



WED:  What is Performance?
WEEK 4:

MON:  First Writing Assignment Due
WED:  What is Performance?

WEEK 5:

MON:
 Plays




WED:  Plays
WEEK 6:

MON:  World History




WED:  World History

WEEK 7:

MON:  Performance of Everyday Life
WED: Performance of Everyday Life
WEEK 8:

MON:  Review




WED:  Mid Term
WEEK 9:

MON:  Community Based Ensemble Theater




WED:  Community Based Ensemble Theater

WEEK 10:

MON:  Continued





Second Writing Assignment




WED:
 Discussion
WEEK 11:

MON:
Performance Process



WEN
Performance Process
WEEK 12:

MON:  Continued



WED:  Continued




Third Writing Assignment Due

WEEK 13:

MON:
Acting for the Stage



WED: Acting for the Stage
WEEK 14:

MON:  The Contemporary Theater




WED:  Contemporary Theater

WEEK 15:

MON:
Post Modernity

WED:  Review

WEEK 16:

MON:  Retrospective




WED:  Final Exam TBA
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